
Do you possess 
a vehicle,a valid 
driver’s license 
and automobile 

insurance 
coverage

Have no 
significant history 

of civil or 
criminal 

convictions that 
are substantially 
related to caring 

for children.

Do you want to 
be a foster 

parent?

Yes Yes

Yes

Yes

Have the 
appropriate 

motivation to 
want to foster 

parent.

Possess 
the willingness to 

work with the
others 

in achieving a 
foster  child’s 
permanence.

Have 
the time to 

attend 12, 3-hour 
sessions of Foster 
Parent training. 

Provide 
documentation of 
homeowner’s or 

renter’s insurance 
coverage.

Reside in a house 
or apartment that 

meets a safety 
inspection.

Do you have 
enough 

bedroom space 
and an extra bed 

for a child.

Have an adequate
income to meet 
your own family’s
needs.

Reside in a house 
or apartment that 

meets a safety 
inspection.

Yes

Have no history or 
record of abuse or 

neglect.

YesYes

 Each member of the household 
of the foster family must be in 

good physical and mental health 
and free from communicable 

diseases.

GO 
HOME                   

No

No
No No

No

No

No

Congratulations 
you are qualified 

to become a 
foster parent!

Provide a 
statement from a
physician that all 

household 
members are in 
good health and 
free from any 

physical/mental 
conditions that 

could hinder the 
ability to foster 

parent.

No

Yes

Are you at least 
21 years of age?

Do you reside in 
an apartment or 

house that is 
suitable for the 

child?
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Sources

• http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/fostercare/
requirements.asp

• http://www.hsd.racineco.com/Youth/FosterCare/
FosterParentRequirements/tabid/263/Default.aspx
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