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   I f only it were true /  Marc Levy

Lauren is a doctor and got into a ser ious auto accident. 
When she woke up outside of her still comatose body, she 
was confused because she could not communicate with 

anyone. It was her sole that decided to spend most of her 
time at her old apar tment. Ar thur, a young San Francisco 
architect, who took over renting the place. He is the only 
person who can share Lauren?s secret, he?s the only one 

who can see her, hear her, and talk to her when no one else 
so much as senses her presence. After some initial disbelief 
on his par t, they fall in love. But the doctors prepare to end 

Lauren's physical care, and this would destroy the 
connection Lauren and Ar thur cher ish together.

by Nhu Lai



Flashback  

Most of the time the author used 
flashback to take you back to a previous 
event that happened. Marc Levy used 
flashback in par t one of the book to 
explain what was happening to Lauren 
and also to creates a r ich background 
story to the book in chronological order.

What's this element?

Why does i t matter? 
     This stylistic choice affects the whole 
book because the author gives the 
reader background information so they 
can continuously understand what is 
going on throughout the book. Without 
the flashback par t, the reader is not 
going to understand the setting, plot, 
nor the climax. Flashback shows what 
happened to Lauren, and the reason 
why no one can see Lauren expect for 
Ar thur.

What's the impact on the reader?
In This book, non- linear narration influences the reader by the author 

used flashback to explain why only Ar thur can see Lauren, and what happened 
to Lauren. If Marc Levy jump r ight into the story and star t to telling it without 
any background information. The reader will get confused, and it going to 
make them feel less engaging throughout the book. The reader will understand 
the background of the story before they go deep into the book. 



Point of view

     Marc Levy limited the point of view, 
which mean he only knows the feeling of 
Lauren in the story. The author did that 
because Marc Levy is trying to make the 
reader feel cur ious and continuing 
reading it, but he only doing that for the 
star ting section of the book. After he went 
deep into it he changed his way of telling 
the story to omniscient because he wants 
the reader to understand the overall 
emotion that happen in the book.

What's this element?

Why does i t matter? 
Omniscient and limited the point of 

view is impor tant overall because that 
two elements make the story feel more 
engaging. Marc Levy make the story 
more engaging by using omniscient 
because he moves from one character 
to another in different voices, and used 
that to explain the events. And the 
author used limited in the first section 
of the book because he want the reader 
feel like this book have a lot of mystery 
characters.

What's the impact on the reader?
In This book, non- linear narration influences the reader by the first par t 

of this book, the author just trying to grab the reader 's attention. After Marc 
Levy success doing that, he let it go and star t to make it more engaging. By 
saying that, I mean he changing his way of narrator from limited to 
omniscient. And also, omniscient narrator make the reader understand more 
about the plot, and things that going on in the story.



Dialogue

      Marc Levy used dialogue to tell the 
story. The author did that because he 
knows that the reader will get bored of 
understand the story by a third person. 
Mostly, the author don?t use dialogue to 
explain the story because it really hard. 
So, this is the reason why this book is 
standing out.

What's this element?

Why does i t matter? 

     This stylistic choice affects the whole 
book because it makes the book stand 
out from other. This is a fiction book, so 
they have a lot of fiction things that 
Marc Levy need to explain while telling 
the story. The author chose to do that 
in a different way, that is explaining 
through the dialogue, but still make the 
reader understand and can following 
with it.

What's the impact on the reader?

In This book, non- linear narration influences the reader by the fact that 
he have more dialogue than his explanation make the reader feel they more 
relate to the story, it make the reader that they are hear ing the story from the 
main character, not from the third person telling it. But they have a bad side of 
it too, because if he keep using dialogue too much then the reader will get 
confused really easily because it really hard to explain the story clearly. Also, 
putting too much dialogue can make the reader feel bored and stop enjoying it.



My Emulation: New Fr iend
?Br r r ing?

The teacher  walked in class with a new student fol lowing her, ?Good morning everyone.? 
She said, ? This is Bobby, and he is a tr ansfer  student.? After  she introduced Bobby, the 
teacher  point to the table behind Kay, and assign the si t for  Bobby.

Kay is a funny, sociable, and car ing student. ? Hi Bobby, my name is Kay, nice to meet you!? 
He turned around with a beauti ful smile on his face, and hope that he can make a new 
fr iend. But Bobby didn?t reply back, so Kay turned back with a sad face and thought that 
Bobby hates him.

One week later. ?Hey Bobby, why are you not making fr iend with anyone in the school?? Kay 
asked

?Umm...I?m not interesting in star ting a fr iend relationship with anyone,? Bobby said with a 
shaking voice.

?Why not? Can you tel l  me.? Kay asked ?Does something happen to you in the past? You can 
trust me, I?m not going to tel l  anyone, but i f I  can help, then I  wi l l?

Bobby takes awhile to thought about i t and decided to tel l  Kay about what happened to him. 
?Well...I  don?t know where to star t, the reason that I 'm transfer r ing to a new school because 
I  was a bul ly victim in the past 3 years.?

3 years ago. ?Hi everyone, my name is Bobby, I  just move to Phi ladelphia, and I  hope that I  
can get to know you guys more,? Bobby said with a smile on his face.

Someone in the class shouts out loud ?Look at his clothes, they look so funny on him, he 
looks l ike a gir l .? Everybody star ts to laugh, even the teacher  too. Bobby feels hur t and 
slowly go to his assign si t.

?I  felt real ly hur t, they made jokes about me every single day.? Bobby tears star t to come out 
whi le he?s talking.

?It?s okay, I?m not going to let anyone hur t you anymore, and I  promise that you wi l l  feel 
safe in the school. People are real ly nice to each other.? Kay gives him a hug and a pinky 
promise. Bobby star ts to smil ing at Kay. From that time on, they always are together  l ike a 
best fr iend.



     I  used flashback to tel l  what 
happened to Bobby in the past l ike 
Marc Levy did with Lauren. Flashback 
makes the story seem more 
interesting than tel l ing the story in 
chronological order  because i f I?m 
tel l ing Bobby story fi r st, then the 
reader  wi l l  knows and understand 
everything before I  tr ying to tel l ing 
the story of Bobby after  he tr ansfer. I  
hope that the reader  wi l l  get 
interesting, and want to find out more 
about the story.

Element #3

Annotation
Element #1

Element #2

     I  used Omniscient to tel l  the story 
because I  feel l ike i f I?m using fi r st 
person to tel l  the story then i t would be 
real ly bor ing. But in the same way I  
want the reader  to understand the 
characters feel ing l ike Marc Levy did in 
his book. I  hope that the reader  can feel 
l ike they are a par t of a story.

     Marc Levy used dialogue to explain 
his story, and I  did the samething to my 
story. I t?s make the story more 
engaging when the author  using the 
dialogue to tel l  the story. I  hope that 
the reader  can feel more engaging 
whi le reading the story.
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