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A NEWSPAPER FOR CHANGE IN MAYCOMB

X TI’[G TOHI ROIC)iIlSOIl VS.
Mayella Ewell Case *

A Clash Between Racism and What’s Right

B1LACKS ARE PEOPLE
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Blacks Are People Too

Author:
Tamira Bell as Maudie Atkinson
A Clash Between Racism and What’s Right

Tom Robinson...... What comes to your mind when you think of the name Tom Robinson. Some of you
may say he was a negro, some may say he was a rapist, and others may say he was just plain old trash.
On the contrary, other individuals might concur that he was a decent, hard working man. Tom Robinson
was a crippled, black, twenty-five year old, Christian man who was acquitted of raping nineteen year old
Mayella Ewell. He was sent to Enfield Prison farm, where he attempted to escape, but died a monstrous
death when he was shot seventeen blood- curdling times in his spine. He left his wife and children
behind to fend for themselves in this grim world.

Ever since 1619 when the first African slaves stepped foot on American soil, or in 1001 A.D when
Leif Ericson first colonized in Newfoundland or even back when Europeans had Africans as their slaves,
whites have always considered anyone who doesn’t look like them as aliens. Now some of you who may
be reading this are disagreeing with this stance, but let me paint a brief illustration of my perspective.

During the trial of Mayella Ewell vs. Tom Robinson, Mr.Gilmer, the prosecutor, disdained Tom
Robinson as if he were scum. He called him a boy on numerous occasions, he constantly sneered at him,
and he even looked at the jury every time he answered indicating that Tom was just another lying nigger
who deserved to shut away some where in a jail cell. He also addressed to the Tom in a certain tone. He
talked to him in a malicious nature. You can also deliberate on how some of our residents treated the
Finch’s. Since they are advocates for the civil rights of blacks, residents like Mrs.Dubose and Cecil
Jacobs uttered vile things to them about their beliefs. Mrs.Dubose perpetually taunted Jem and Scout
Finch about their father being no better than the “niggers and trash” he works for. And Cecil Jacobs
broadcasted aloud that “Scout Finch’s daddy is a defends niggers”.

Despite all the condemnation, I esteem Atticus for his reaction. Atticus said that when people call
you a nigger-lover, it’s their derogative way of calling people who love blacks. When they call you that,
it’s because they think you like negroes more than themselves, but he said you must always try to love
everyone matter how they conduct themselves towards you. I also recall reading Mr.B. B. Underwood’s
editorial in the Maycomb Tribune about Tom Robinson’s death. Although he’s a racist, Mr.Underwood
forcefully surmises that Tom’s death was a senseless slaughter. He states that it’s a sin to kill cripples,
whether standing, sitting, or escaping, just like it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird. And last, even a mere
adolescent contradicts with with the inhumane behavior towards blacks. Charles Baker “Dill” Harris
gets sick to the stomach watching Mr.Gilmer disregard Tom during the trial.

Therefore, I vigorously urge Maycomb County to modify their perception of blacks. They too have
living souls that merit liberty and life, they do not deserve to be brushed to the side. We should use
Mr.Atticus Finch response as an infrastructure to our transformation. We should try to love everyone. So
Maycomb please repress the vicious progression of racism!
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Maycombians please change the way you think of African Americans. They are people too, they

deserve our respect, our God-given love, and they deserve life.

RESPONSES TO THE TOM ROBISON CASE

Mr. Underwood sirrclipr}y figured it was a sin to kill cripples, be they standing, sitting, or
escaping. He likened Tom’s death to the senseless slaughter of so_n%blrds by hunters and
children, and Me}%comb thought he was trying to write an editoria

. ] poetical enough to be
reprinted in 7he Montgomery Advertiser.

How could this be so, I wondered, as I read Mr. Underwood’s editorial. Senseless killing
—Tom had been given due process of law to the day of his death; he had been tried
openly and convicted by twelve good men and true; my father had fought for him all the
wa]y. hen Mr. Underwood’s meaning became clear: Atticus had used every tool available
to free men to save Tom Robinson, but in the secret courts of men’s hearts ‘Atticus had no
case. Tom was a dead man the minute Mayella Ewell opened her mouth and screamed.

-Scout Finch of Maycomb Country

“I tell you there are some good but misguided people in this town. Good, but misguided.
Folks in this town who think they’re doin ri%ht, I mean. Now far be it from me to say
who, but some of ‘em in this town thought they were doing the right thing a while back,
but all they did was stir ’em up. That’s all they did.”

-Mis. Merruweather of Maycomb County

“I don’t care one speck. It ain’t riglﬁlt, somehow it ain’t right to do ‘em that way. Hasn’t
anybody got any business talkin’ like that—it just makes me sick.”

- “Dull” Harris

“Scout,” said Atticus, ‘“nigger-lover is just one of those terms that don’t mean anything—
like snot-nose. It’s hard to explain—ignorant, trashy people use it when they thm}/;_
somebody’s favoring Negroes over and above themselves. It’s shlp ed into usa(%e with some
people like ourselves, when they want a common, ugly term to Iabel somebody.”

“You aren’t really a nigger-lover, then, are you?”

“I certainly am. I do my best to love everybody... I'm hard put, sometimes—

baby, it’s never an 1nsul¥to be called what somebody thinks is a bad name. It

Jblst shows you how poor that person s, it doesn’t hurt you. So don’t let Mrs.
ubose get you down. She has enough troubles of her’own.”

-Atticus and Scout Finch




