
Em ulat ion Handbook

X / /  Ilasah Shabazz

This book  is about  Malcolm  X f rom  1930s t o 1940s about  h is l i fe 
exper iencing racism  in t hat  t im e and how it  af fect ed his t hought s and 
act ions t oward people and l i fe. It  t alks largely about  t he l im it at ions 
t hat  he had as a black  m an w it h t he Jim  Crow  laws largely in ef fect  in 
h is daily l i fe. This book  gives a new perspect ive on t he Malcolm  X t he 
Hum an-Right s leader  t hat  we learned about  m any t im es in school.



Elem ent  #1- Sect ions

In t he book  t he aut hor  split s t he book  int o years, event s and 
chapt ers. These sect ions vary in how  t hey are nam ed t hough all of  
t hem  include a year . Som e of  t hem  like in page 14 are t he place 
and t he year  but  in page 190 it  is t he place, t he m ont h and t he 
year . Anot her  exam ple is page 45 which includes t he year  and t he 
event  t hat  t ook  place. These dif ferent  form at s chosen by t he 
aut hor  depend on t he st ory t hat  t he nar rat or  is t el l ing. 
Fur t herm ore, t he year 's jum p around and t here is no set  num ber  
of  pages for  t he year  som e years l ike 1940 are a big chunk  of  t he 
book  but  som e like 1937 are only a couple sect ions. The chapt ers 
have t hese sect ions in t hem  but  t hey separat e dif ferent  m ain or  
relevant  event s in Malcolm  X?s l i fe.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

This elem ent  helps w it h t he organizat ion of  t he book  

since it  deals w it h a very large am ount  of  Malcolm  X?s l i fe. 
Also it  gives you a br ief  underst anding of  what  is going on 
in t he book  by know ing t he year  of  a sect ion l ike it  is 
displayed in t he book  what  was going on in t hat  t im e so 
t he reader  can m ake connect ions t o what  was going on 
while he was facing t hat  event .

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

In t he organizat ion of  t he sect ions/ chapt ers in t he book  t he reader  feels organized and 
can f igure out  t he larger  cont ext  by know ing t he year  of  t hat  event . Wit hout  t he 
sect ions/ chapt ers t he reader  would feel confused and would not  underst and what  is 
going on in t he book .

Exam ples

Lansing, 1937 (14)

In t he Bus, 1940 (45)

Bost on, 1940 (84)

Bost on, 1941 (112)

Bost on, Decem ber  1941 (190)



Elem ent  #2- Slangs

In a par t  of  t he book  Malcolm  learns about  slang words f rom  his 
f r iend which are t hen used in t he rest  of  t he book . One of  t he 
words  in par t icular   which is slave m eaning a work  t each about  
t he ignorance of  Malcolm  at  t hat  t im e of  slavery and t he 
hardships because of  t hat .

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

These words t he aut hor  helps t each a lot  about  t hat  t im e 
for  Af r ican Am er icans.  Also it  t el ls us a lot  about  Malcolm  
X as a person and his inf luences in t hat  t im e.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

This elem ent  m akes t he reader  feel angry because t hese slang words were used at  a t im e 
when racism  is af fect ing t hem  and t hey are t ak ing t heir  ancest ors st ruggles as a joke.

Exam ples

Slave - Work / Job

Hom eboy - Fr iend



Elem ent  #3- Norm al Words

In t he book  t here is pret t y m uch only sim ple everyday vocabulary 
used w it hout  any ?fancy? or  ?professional? words used.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

This elem ent  can t ell us m ore about  t he charact er  and 
what  k ind of  past  t he charact er  had. For  exam ple, 
Malcolm  X uses t he sam e sim ple words l ike dollars, rel ief , 
hussle, sleight ,  and wr it e.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

This elem ent  m akes t he book  m ore relat able t o a person in t he sense t hat  t hey can 
underst and t hese conversat ions because it  is m uch m ore possible now  for  us t o have had 
t hese conversat ions.

Exam ples

Lansing, 1937 (14)

In t he Bus, 1940 (45)

Bost on, 1940 (84)

Bost on, 1941 (112)

Bost on, Decem ber  1941 (190)



My em ulat ion: St ruggles of  a norm al t ry t o be t een.

Dining Room  Table, 7:05PM

?Com e on Mom !? David was upset  because he had t o wat ch his brot her  inst ead of  
hanging out  w it h t he guys.

?I am  sor ry but  t onight s m eet ing is very im por t ant  t o m e.? Mom  said while 
f in ishing up her  f ir st  helping of  salad.

?But  we were planning t h is for  weeks now!?

?The decision is f inal. OK clean up now I have t o get  ready for  t he m eet ing.?

Living Room , 7:45PM

David sur fs t hrough t he channels on t he TV.

?Uh oh,? Johnny David's pesky l i t t le brot her  says.

?Are you k idding m e!? As David covers his nose t rying t o prot ect  h im self  f rom  
Johnny 's second uh oh. ?What  am  I doing! I could be w it h t he guys but  noooo I had 
t o wat ch you annoying l i t t le baby! I m ust  be t he laughing st ock  of  m y f r iends!? He 
st om ps his feet  and shakes his f ist s in a com binat ion of  anger  and f rust rat ion. 

?I had enough of  you,? David picks up t he phone t o call Grandm a. ?Hello,? he 
pauses. ?No,? anot her  pause. ?Yes,? anot her  pause. ?Thanks,? and hangs up t he 
phone.

?Guess what  Johnny! Grandm a is com ing!?

Local Park , 8:21PM

?Yo, What ?s up? Sor ry I am  lat e.? David says t o t he guys hoping t hat  t hey w il l  not  
quest ion him  t oo m uch.

?Hey, f inally sneaked out  I see. Proud of  you m an.? One of  t he guys f inally said 
af t er  a m om ent  of  si lence.

?So what  did I m iss??

"Not  m uch really."

Local Park , 10:20PM

"DAVID!"  is m ot her  yells in anger  and f rust rat ion at  h is disobeying son.



(Cont inued)

His f r iends laugh while running away leaving David helpless and alone.

"When we get  hom e you are going t o be IN HUGE t rouble young m an."  His m ot her  
scream s while dragging him  across t he park .

"NO HOW DARE YOU!"  David scream s. "YOU MADE A BIG JOKE OF ME NOW I AM 
GOING TO BE TALKED ABOUT AT SCHOOL!  NOW I PROBABLY LOST MY BEST 
FRIENDS!"

"Well I guess you have t o get  new  f r iends t hat  act ually care for  you and are a good 
inf luence."

That  m om ent  t hough em bar rassing and anger ing I w il l  rem em ber  all m y l i fe 
because I really did not  have good inf luences at  t hat  t im e t hat  act ually cared for  
m e enogt h t o have m y back  and underst and t hat  I had fam ily responsibil i t ies in 
l i fe.

I am using elem ent  2 t o m ake 
t he reader  know m ore about  
t he charact er  and m ake him  
seem  m ore l ike t he age I am  
t rying t o m ake him  appear  as.

I am  using Elem ent  1 
t o t el l  t he reader  
what  t im e it  is and 
t he locat ion of  t he 
scene so t hey can 
follow  along what  is 
going on in t he st ory 
bet t er  and easier .

I am  using Elem ent  3 
t o m ake t he st ory 
seem  m ore l ike 
som et hing t hey 
would exper ience 
and have t he 
conversat ions t hey 
can relat e t o.



About  The Aut hors

Ilyasah Shabazz  was  born in New York July 22nd in the year 
1962 is the 3rd daughter of Malcolm X. She is the author of 
books such as X and Growing up  X. She is also a motivational 
speaker. She was named after Elijah Muhammad which was 
the leader of the Nations of Islam group. Her father was killed 
when she was two years old so she did remember much 
about her father. So she relied on biographies and  people 
that knew him to  learn more about who he was.

Andrew  Rodebaugh is a student at Science Leadership 
Academy that wrote this as part of a project for school. His 
interests in web design and development got him making his 
own business at age 14. He is also fascinated with books such 
as X and reads on his free time.


