
Em ulat ion Handbook

Drown by Junot Diaz

Yunoir  is a norm al k id grow ing up in t he hear t  of  New Jersey. The book  
Drown t ells us everyt hing about  Yunior ?s hispanic l i fe f rom  alm ost  
t hrow ing up in his dad?s new car  and facing his w rat h wat ching his 
older  brot her  score chicks w it h ease. The chapt ers vary f rom  Yunior  
being older  t o  back  when he was a l i t t le k id. Join him  as you read all 
about  h is t r ials and st ruggles in his l i fe t o becom e t he best  Yunior  he 
can be.



Com ponent  #1- First  Person Point  of  

View
Point of view

It comes into play when... the book describes  
what Yunior is going threw in his current 
siltation . Such as when he  is in the car with his 
family and is trying not th through up . He 
jumps into first person and describes what its 
like for him. In a later chapter he  talks about 
how to date a  brown girl and what he does is 
that he puts the reader in his shoes for a 
chapter so you get how it fells in his life

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 
This matters because it gives you an idea of Yunior 's life style . 
For example in a chapter how to date a brown girl... he  says 
"Clear the government cheese from your refrigerator " pg 143 . I 
think this is an important quote because  it kind of gives you a 
dose of what goes on in his life and how he is embarrassed to 
have government cheese in front of a girl. Also when he it 's not 
in second person he talks about how his dad  hirs him when he 
throughs up in the car.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
The impact it has on the reader is that this sudden switch of perspective makes the reader kind 
of know what Yunior is feeling. Yunior describes his home life and puts you in his shoes really 
gives the reader a taste of Yunior 's everyday life. Also since a lot of the stories jump around 
timeline wise but the point of view of Yunior stays first person except in one chapter How to 
date a brown?  ?You have choices. If the girl?s from around your way, take her to El Cibao for 
dinner? Page 145 This quote can impact the reader by telling him things from Yunior 
perspective while in another chapter about when he was 9 a quote says ?Maybe I was used to 
him. His voice-louder than most adults? page 34. This gives the reader feel Yunior?s narration 
and lifestyle in this chapter while in later chapters he talks about taking girls out in such. This 
impacts the reader by showing them how he changes and his attitude toward things 



[Com ponent  #2 Nar rat ion]

Yunior in the book Drown makes a reliable narrator because during his small stories that he tells 
about his life over the course of the book he keeps the idea of the chapter and the story he 
telling. For example when he is telling a story about driving in the car with his papi trying not to 
throw up. Yunior is describing how he is feeling and how he thinks everyone is feeling right in that 
moment in time ?When papi got me home, he went and cleaned out the van himself,an 
expression of ask-ho on his face? pg 28 In this quote he is describing how papi feels in that 
moment in time. The only time where that changes is in one chapter how to date a brown girl?  
he narrates like he?s talking to the reader personally, for example he says ?Wait for your brother 
and your mother to leave the apartment? pg 143. This kind of narration can be put into 2nd 
person like he is trying to tell the reader something important if you're having a girl over.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

The nar rat ion and com par ison t hat  can be 
m ade w it h t hese t wo chapt ers is im por t ant  
t o t he book  as a whole because when t he 
reader  is reading about  h is nar rat ion 
dif ferences. Also how he is descr ibing t he 
cur rent  sit uat ion and what ?s is going on is 
im por t ant  t o t he book  br ings out  t he m ost  
in h is w r it ing because when he changes 
f rom  t alk ing in norm al 1st  person and t hen 
sw it ches t o 2nd person in lat er  chaper t s

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
In This book, non-linear narration influences the reader by This m akes t he reader  feel welcom e 
because his nar rat ion is very int r iguing and fun t o read all t oget her . The reason for  t h is is 
how  he grabs t he reader  in and m akes t hem  feel welcom e. Also it  gives t he reader  a 
healt hy dose of  what  is going on at  t he m om ent  and also why happens w it h t hem  and 
t heir  l i fe. For  exam ple when t he nar rat or  quot es a few  t hings l ike his dad and how t o dat e 
a browngir l a st at ed in t he previous sect ion. I feel l ike t h is words af fect  t he reader  by 
seeing how Yunior 's l i fe st yle is and how he goes t hrough t h ings



[Com ponent  #3 Dialogue]

The aut hor  doesn?t  seem  t o be using quot at ion 
m arks or  st ar t ing a new paragraph. In dialogue 
he explains what  is going on w it h each 
charact er  and what  looks l ike what  is going 
t hrough t her  m ind ?Rafa looked l ike he was 
gonna punch m e if  I kept  on w inning? The 
aut hor  is t rying t o show as m uch is going on by 
t ell ing and descr ibing t he sit uat ion bet ween 
charact ers and t heir  responses. He does a lot  of  
descr ibing how ot her  charact ers feel t oward 
him  l ike t he Rafa quot e I just  said

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

This is im por t ant  t o t he book  because it  keeps t he f low  
nice and good consist ent ly t hrough what ever  st ory he is 
t alk ing about . Also t he good dialogue is im por t ant  
because in t he book  Drown is t hat  he uses dialogue 
bet ween Yunior  and his fam ily and f r iends t o be fair ly 
calm . When you get  t o t he chapt er  how  t o dat e a 
browngir l he changes t he dialogue so it  feels l ike t he gir l 
is com m unicat ing t o t he reader  for  exam ple when t he 
gir l in t he st ory is t alk ing t o t he reader /Yunior  ?I don?t  
l ike m y boobs? This is a good dialogue because it  gives 
you t he at m osphere t hat  you're in t he st ory

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
In This book, non-linear narration influences the reader by... This m akes t he reader  a l i t t le 
confused at  f ir st  put  t hen as t he reader  keeps reading it  m akes t he w r it ing a l i t t le m ore 
engaging. When t he sudden swap f rom  t he f ir st  person t o t he second person is act ivat ed 
in t he lat er  chapt er  it  really gives t he reader  t he feeling of  being in Yunior ?s shoes. When 
reading t he st ory in f ir st  person it  really m akes t he reader  feel welcom e and t hat  he is 
going t hru l i fe how  Yunior  would and all h is st rengt hs and weakness



My em ulat ion: [Scene Tit le]

I was 15 when t h is happened,and I rem em ber  it  so clear ly it  is a st ory I t el l  
f requent ly. It  was w int er , a snowy night  for  m e,m y bir t hday had been a few  
weeks ago but  I was st i l l  longing for  som e great  change. I walk  int o a diner  at  
11:32 I t h ink  t im e had slipped but  I was hungry so I needed t o eat  at  least  
som et hing t o eat . I get  int o som e diner  t hat  I probably forgot  t he nam e of  by 
now and ordered. Sup, I say l ike t he new founded 15 year  older  I am . The 
wait ress nodded w it h a t ired expression on her  face. I sit  down facing t he 
w indow I never  not iced how beaut ifu l snow could be near  a st reet  lam p. For  
t he m ost  par t  t he diner  was em pt y except  for  a m an on t he phone and a old 
wom an rest ing. What  do you want ?, t he wait ress st ar t led m e because I was so 
deep in t hought . 

           Pancakes I say, You can order  t hose lat e at  n ight  r ight ? I don?t  know. 
Anyway as I wait ed for  m y pancakes l ike a pleb t he m ost  peculiar  t h ing 
happens. A asian gir l, young wom an? Maybe t hat 's t he t erm  for  a gir l who 
looks l ike t hey have been in college for  years but  is st i l l  ?developing? I?m  sor ry, 
Anyway I go back  t o wait ing for  m y pancakes look ing at  t he snow playing 
1940?s det ect ive in m y head when she sit s next  t o m e. Out  of  al l  t he seat s she 
sat  next  t o m e. I t hought . Soon m y pancakes ar r ive t hank  god. You reach for  
your  fork  and begin t o indulge in your  pancakes when you feel t he gir l eyeing 
t he whole t im e. Make sure t o not  m ake eye cont act , eye connet  pret t y m uch 
insures conversat ion, and as a big of  fan I am  of  t hat  it ?s not  fun at  11:32 pm . 
She?ll say excuse m e sir? Sir? You?ll t h ink  do a look  t hat  old, or  m aybe she is just  
being form al. Rip t he pancakes out  of  your  m out h, swallow  and say Yes?



Anot at ions 

I am  using elem ent  1# by 
t alk ing about  t he point  of  view  
I am  having dur ing t h is 
encount er  and what  is going 
on t hrough everyone's m ind

The way I?m  using t he second 
elem ent  nar rat ion is t hat  m e 
t alk ing about  what  is going on 
and descr ibing t he scenery 
around m e

Elem ent  3 i?m  using by 
descr ibing t he dialogue w it h 
m e and t he people at  t he diner  
and how I am  going t hrough 
every det ail on how t here are 
feeling and what  t here are 
doing in t h is cur rent  sit uat ion



About  The Aut hors

Junot  Diaz is a m an who has been praised by his debut  
book  ?Drown? is a New Yorker . He was born Sant o 
Dom ingo and t he Dom inican Republic and raised in New 
Jersey. Junot  Diaz has been wr it ing for  a long t im e and has 
several ot her  books such as ?The Am er ican Shor t  St or ies? 
and t he ?Br ief  wondrous l i fe of  oscar ?. Works very hard t o 
w r it e his books and has been nom inat ed several t im es and 
won t he Malam ud award and has st ar red on m any 
m agazines such as ?New york  Daily News?, The 
philadelphia inquirer  and also t he ?Los angeles t im es book  
review ?

]My nam e is Am ado Alfaro-Allah I go t o school at  Science 
Leadership Academ y. I enjoy l ist ening t o jazz, and m y 
favor it e k ind of  books are 40?s det ect ive st or ies. The ones 
about  t he ?dane? and usually have a really big t w ist  at  t he 
end. I also enjoy calm  st uf f  l ike ?Am er ican Born Chinese? 
Gene Luen Yang and hist or ical f ict ion l ike ?Boxers and 
Saint s? also by Gene Luen Yang. I really enjoy sl ice of  l i fe 
f ict ion t hough l ike ?Scot t  pi lgr im  vs t he Wor ld ser ies? by 
Br ian o'Malley. I also enjoy hor ror  som et im es l ike ?The 
wom an in black? by Susan Hil l  because I really l ike spooky 
am bience and im agining t h ings scary.




