
A Walk in the Woods/  Bill Byson

A m an is planning on hik ing t he Appalachian t rail but  he 
doesn?t  really have any exper ience w it h hik ing. He goes int o 
a st at e of  research and luck ily f inds an old f r iend is is w il l ing 

t o go on t hat  t rai l  w it h him . He goes on about  h is fear  of  
bears, journey and t alks about  how  t he t rail is get t ing slow ly 
rem oved one piece at  a t im e. He sw it ches bet ween his f ir st  
hand journey of  t he t rail and int o an om niscient  st at e and 

t alks about  t he act ions going on all over .  



Elem ent  #1- Point  of  View  Change

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

What 's t he im pact  
on t he reader?

The aut hor  is changing how t he book  is being t old, i t  
goes f rom  f irst  person t o f ir st  person om niscient . So 
we have our  nar rat or  t alk  about  h is journey t hrough 
t he t rail, encount ers, and dialogue. Then we have a 
break  and t he nar rat or  goes int o t h is om niscient  
place where he places down fact s f rom  his research. 
It ?s not  just  plain fact s, he goes on st uf f  t hat  is going 
on t o t he t rail and adds his own t hought s and 
opinion t o it  as well. 

This elem ent  is im por t ant  because not  only does it  
just  ent er t ain t he reader  it  also provides a lot  of  
know ledge and inform at ion about  t he t rail. It  is l ike a 
2-in-1 package and t he aut hor  really m akes it  work  
t oget her . Like t he nar rat or  st at es, t he t rail is not  
som et hing really get t ing t alked about  and is 
progressively get t ing sm aller  due t o t hese com panies 
cut t ing down t he forest  and indust r ial izing it  so he 
uses t h is t o inform  people. 

It  m akes t he reader  feel 
t he journey t aken by t he 
prot agonist  but  also 
raises awareness of  t he 
t rail slow ly being ruined 
and t aken apar t  by t hese 
com panies. He also 
highlight s how  it  is an 
exper ience where you can 
only feel t hrough going on 
a t rail l ike t h is and t hat  
people really should t ry it  
in t heir  l i fet im e

Quot e

(67)- ?About 240 million acres of America?s forest are owned by the government. The 
bulk of this - 191 million acres, spread over 155 parcels of land - is held by the US Forest 
Service under the designations of National Forests, National Grasslands, and National 
Recreation Areas. All this sounds soothingly untrampled and ecological, but in fact a great 
deal of Forest Service land is designated ?multiple use?, which is generously interpreted to 
allow any number of boisterous activities.?

He goes on about the Forest Service for a few more pages then goes right into this.

(71)- ?We fell into a simple routine. Each morning we rose at first light, shivering and 
rubbing arms, made coffee, broke camp, ate a couple of fistfuls of raisins, and set off into 
the silent woods. We would walk walk from about half past seven to four.?



Elem ent  #2- Dialogue/Com ical 

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

This elem ent  m akes t he reader  feel m ore com for t able w it h t he book . It  
gives t he sense of  looseness and m akes it  m ore ent er t ain ing. 

It  is im por t ant  t o t he book  because it  
ent er t ains t he reader  and gives t he book   
l i fe. This m akes it  also appease t o a 
younger  audience and t hey are usually 
harder  t o please and ent er t ain w it h a 
book . There are also a lot  of  fact s in t he 
book  so t h is helps balance t he ser iousness 
and t ext book  st yle out  w it h som e com edy 
and jokes. Which is good t o put  a sm ile on 
t he reader 's face and boost s t he m orale of  
t he reader .

The aut hor  adds a com ical sense for  
t he reader  t hroughout  t he book  and 
m akes even t he m ost  dram at ic and 
suspenseful scenes funny. He does t h is 
by eit her  adding funny exchanges of  
dialogue or  just  m ak ing fun of  t he 
sit uat ion it self . 

Quot e

(51)- ??She?s pretty ugly, isn?t 
she?? he said with a big 
incongruous beam. I sought for 
tact. ?Well, only compared with 
other women.? Katz nodded 
thoughtfully, then fixed me with 
a sudden fearful look. ?You know 
what I look for in a female these 
days? A heartbeat and a full set 
of limbs.? I made a sympathetic 
expression. ?And that?s just my 
starting point, you understand. 
I?m prepared to compromise on 
the limbs.?



Elem ent  #3- Com m as and Adject ive

/Adverbs

What 's t h is elem ent ? Why does it  m at t er? 

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

The aut hor  is using a lot  of  com m as 
and a lot  of  descr ipt ive words. The f irst  
quot e has 5 com m as and t he second 
quot e has a m assive am ount  of  12! That  
is a very high am ount  and t he aut hor  
uses t hose com m as t o include as m any 
descr ipt ions and adject ives/adverbs t o 
paint  t hat  pict ure in your  head.

This elem ent  is im por t ant  
because t he hook  is about  an 
advent ure t he prot agonist  has on his 
walk  t hroughout  t he woods. He has a 
lot  t o t alk  about  but , you need t o be 
able t o see t he r ight  t h ings. When 
explain ing a vacat ion t r ip you usually 
just  show pict ures because t hat  is 
one of  t he best  ways t o express a 
journey especially one t hat  cont ains 
m any sight s. 

This elem ent  allows t he reader  t o feel 
as if  t hey were w it h in t he scene. Using 
t hese descr ipt ive words allows t he reader  
t o paint  a pict ure and alm ost  be able t o 
feel as if  t hey were in t he scene, whet her  
it  is t he sight  t hey are look ing at , t he 
sounds t hey l ist en t o or  even t he sm ells 
t hey sm ell.

Quot e

(133)- ?It occurred to me, not for the 
first time, how delightful, how truly 
delightful, it would be if MacKaye?s 
original vision had been realized- if the 
shelters along the trail were proper 
hotels, with hot showers, individual bunk 
(with curtains for privacy and reading 
light, please), and a resident 
caretaker/ cook who would keep a cheery 
fire dancing in the grate and invite us, any 
minute now, to take our places at a long 
long table for dinner of stew and 
dumpling, cornbread and, oh, let us say, 
peach cobbler.?



My Em ulat ion: Running Past  t he Morning

I woke up a l i t t le t oo lat e. I quick ly jum ped out  of  bed, glanced at  m y wall clock  in 
panic af t er  reading t hat  it  is already 9:22, I?m  lat e. St anding st raight  up brought  m e 
t o a dizzy st at e, but  I m anaged t o fum ble around for  socks, underwear  and shor t s. 

?Maciej, are you awake? You?re going t o be lat e, you st i l l  have t o eat !? 

I heard m y m om  yell f rom  t he k it chen w it h a ket t le cover ing her  voice. 

?No m om , I?m  st i l l  sleeping.?

I quick ly replied t o her  as I t r ied t o run t o t he bat hroom , avoiding t he dog t oys 
scat t ered around t he hallway, while also t rying t o apply deodorant . Af t er  get t ing in 
t here and peeing, put t ing som e clot hes on so I?m  not  naked, f ixing m y hair , I f inally 
m ake it  out  and as I?m  halfway down t he st airs I forget  m y shir t , great  got t a go back  
up again. This t im e I com e fully equipt , 

?Why didn?t  you wake m e up when you saw  m e st i l l  sleeping?? 

I asked as I searched for  m y plat e of  food. The golden brown, f luf fy, sm ot hered in 
syrup pancakes, t opped w it h br ight , vibrant , and red st rawber r ies, w it h som e m ilk  
poured in m y favor it e cup. 

It  was gam e day, we had t o go against  t he Academ y Sabres. It  was a cham pionship 
gam e, t here was a t ie last  t im e we m eet  in t he season, 2-2. The day was nice for  a 
gam e, chil ly 63 degrees out side w it h no sun at  al l, just  clouds. The year  before we 
had won t he cham pionship but  t he year  before t hat  t hey had won, t h is is surely 
going t o be an int ense bat t le. 

I chugged t he m ilk  as I f in ished m y m eal w it h a long, but  subt le burp, which I 
already knew was going t o receive a com m ent , wait  for  i t , 

?Maciej, what  is w rong w it h you? Go burp som ewhere else not  over  here where all 
t he food is.? 

I grab m y socks, pull t hem  down halfway, inser t  t he sl idable shinpad, roll t he sock  
r ight  back  up, put  t he st rap r ight  around m y calf , and t ape around t he ank le, grab 
t he shoes and loosen t he laces, sl ip t he feet  r ight  int o t he st ench, a sm ell so st rong 
people w it h in a 10 foot  radius can sm ell w it hout  a problem , and laced up. Out  t he 
door  I went .



Annot at ions of  My Em ulat ion

First  Annot at ion Second Annot at ion

I used t he f ir st  elem ent  m idway 
t hroughout  t he st ory, when I t alked 
about  t he cham pionship gam e. I am  
basically back ing out  f rom  t he st ory 
m idway t hrough and f i l l  t he reader  in 
w it h som e fact s. It  put s som e m ore 
pressure on t he reader  by let t ing 
t hem  know a im por t ant  event  is going 
t o happen and it  just  gives t he reader  
som e background know ledge since 
t he st ory st ar t s w it hout  let t ing t he 
reader  know everyt hing.

Elem ent  2 was about  t he aut hor  
incorporat ing dialogue t hat  was very 
com ical. I t r ied t o em ulat e t hat  by 
adding dialogue as well and adding 
som e hum or  t o it . The plan was t o get  
t he reader  t o chuck le or  at  least  
br ight en t he m ood and t o not  only 
st ick  t o regular  descr ipt ive t ext . 

Third Annot at ion

I incorporat ed elem ent  3 by adding a lot  of  
com m as and using t hose com m as t o add in 
adject ives and adverbs. This adds a lot  m ore 
descr ipt ion and l i fe t o t he sent ences and allows 
t he reader  t o be able t o visualize t he scene 
get t ing paint ed. It  also gives t he st ory m ore 
det ail and dept h t hen just  saying ?Woke up, at e 
break fast , drove t o a cham pionship gam e.? It  
breaks down t im e a l i t t le and goes slow ly. 



About  The Aut hors

Or iginal Aut hor

Born Will iam  McGuire Bryson (Bil l  Bryson), in t he 
st at e of  Iowa. He has spent  m ost  of  h is adult  l i fe in 
Br it ain. As an aut hor  he w rot e m any great  books, 
explor ing t he genre of  t ravel, h ist ory, and science. 
Besides just  being an aut hor , Bil l  Bryson was also t he 
chancellor  of  Durham  Universit y. He is also very m uch 
int o t raveling, he dropped out  of  college, t o go around 
Europe and t ravel, hence t he m any pieces of  l i t erat ure 
about  t ravel. 

Em ulat ion Aut hor

Maciej Pokora is a 10t h grader  who at t ends 
Science Leadership Academ y. Born in Poland, he 
lat er  cam e t o Am er ica and cur rent ly l ives in 
Philadelphia, PA. He focuses on engineer ing as a 
career  plan but  enjoys t o read books on t he side 
when he can.


