
Em ulat ion Handbook

Basic Plot  Sum m ary:
Mit ch Albom  is a wor ld renowned successful spor t s w r it er  for  a Det roit  
newspaper . Hank feels as if  he is  m issing out  on a great er  purpose in his 
l i fe af t er  he wat ches a Night l ine docum ent ary about  h is old philosophy 
professor , Mor r ie Schwar t z. Mor r ie was diagnosed w it h ALS so Hank 
at t em pt s t o reach out  t o him . The t wo begin m eet ing on Tuesdays 
discussing philosophical t opics l ike: deat h, cult ure, and t he wor ld as a 
whole. 



The First  Elem ent - Chapt er  Tit les

 Exam ple:
 "The Four t h Tuesday We  Talk  

About  Deat h"

Page 80

What  t he Aut hor  is Doing Here

Every chapt er , Mit ch t i t les t he excerpt , 
On t he # Tuesday we t alk  about ?  

Why is  This Im por t ant  t o The 
Book?

By doing t h is, t he aut hor  is sum m ar izing 
as well as int roducing t he t opic t hat  w il l  
be discussed bet ween Hank and Mor r ie. 
The t it le of  t he chapt er  is also useful 
when sum m ar izing large sect ions of  t he 
book , because each chapt er  nam e m arks 
t he specif ic event  in t he book  what  is 
occur r ing. 

Im pact  on t he Reader

The nam es of  t he chapt er  t el l  
t he reader  what  Mor r ie and 
Mit ch w il l  discuss before t he 
audience digest s t he chapt er . 
Tit les provide an easy resource 
when going back  int o t he book  
t o f ind specif ic event s t hat  
have a relat ion t o t he chapt er  
t i t le. Not  only do chapt er  t i t les 
help inform  t he reader , but  
t hey help t he audience 
underst and t he sublim inal 
conversat ions t hat  f requent ly 
pop up. These conversat ions 
relat e t o t he t opic but  are hard 
t o fol low. 



[Nam e Com ponent  #2 here]

Non-Linear Narration is when...

An example of when the author 
does this is when... 

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 
This stylistic choice affects the 
whole book because...

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
In This book, non-linear narration influences the reader by... 

The Second Elem ent - It al ics 

What  t he Aut hor  is Doing Here  Exam ple:
?By t he st ar t  of  senior  year , I have 
t aken so m any sociology classes, I 

am  only a few  credit s shy of  a 
degree. Mor r ie suggest s I t ry and 

honors t hesis.?

Pg. 67

Why is  This Im por t ant  t o The 
Book?

Im pact  on t he Reader

Every few  chapt ers, t he aut hor  dedicat es 
one or  t wo it al icized pages of  t ext  t o t he 
ref lect ion of  a previous event , such as 
st or ies about  when Mit ch was st i l l  in 
college. The it al ics can also be 
conversat ions Mit ch and Mor r ie had t hat  
were docum ent ed word for  word, as well 
as quot es Mor r ie was fond of  or  t hat  
per t ain t o t he t hem es of  t he chapt ers. 
Many of  t hese are quot es by fel low  
philosophers.   

This is im por t ant  t o t he book  because it  
expresses a unique st yle of  w r it ing; which 
separat es t h is st ory f rom  ot her  books. I 
have never  read a book  t hat  uses t he aside 
as f requent ly as t h is one does.

To m e, it ?s excit ing t o read t he 
it al icized chapt ers. As you 
approach t he page you're on t he 
t he edge of  your  seat  eager  t o see 
what  t h is specif ic piece has in 
st ore for  you. The st yle of  t he 
it al icized chapt ers dif ferent iat e 
every t im e. I don?t  know what  you 
m ean When t he chapt ers are 
direct  quot es f rom  a conversat ion 
Mit ch had w it h Mor r ie, i t  al lows 
t he reader  t o enhance t heir  
know ledge and underst anding of  
t he relat ionship bet ween t he t wo. 
This, t hen goes on t o give t he 
reader  a deeper  connect ion w it h 
t he book .  



[Nam e Com ponent  #3 here]

Non-Linear Narration is when...

An example of when the author 
does this is when... 

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 
This stylistic choice affects the 
whole book because...

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
In This book, non-linear narration influences the reader by... 

The Third Elem ent -Shor t  Sent ences

What  t he Aut hor  is Doing Here  Exam ple:
 ?The ot her  night , on TV, I saw  

people in Bosnia running across 
t he st reet , get t ing f ired upon, 

k i l led, innocent  vict im s?  and I just  
st ar t ed t o cry.?

Pg. 50

Why is  This Im por t ant  t o The 
Book?

Im pact  on t he Reader

A m ajor it y of  Mit ch Albom ?s, t he aut hor , 
sent ences are gr it t y and sim ple w it h l i t t le 
det ail. Yet  he st i l l  som ehow m anages t o 
include loads of  inform at ion. Because t he 
sent ences are so sim ple, i t  is apparent  t hat  
t he aut hor  underst ands im por t ance of  
using com m as so he can f it  as m uch 
inform at ion int o a single sent ence as 
possible.

This is im por t ant  t o t he book  because it  keeps 
t he st ory and general plot  m oving at  a fast  
pace. If  t he book  m oves at  a fast  pace it  feeds 
int o one of  t he m ain t hem es of  t he book , l i fe 
goes by fast . The recur rence of  l i fe m oves fast  
appears in t he decline of  Mor r ie?s f rom  each 
visit  Mit ch gives. One week Mor r ie is having 
t rouble clear ing his t hroat , t he next  he can no 
longer  eat .  

This gives t he reader  a feeling of  
l i t t le t o no cont rol when reading 
t he book . That  feeling can be bot h 
posit ive and negat ive t o t he 
reader . There could be som e 
circum st ances  when t he reader  
want s m ore explanat ion and 
det ail about  t he cause of  a specif ic 
event , but  t hey don?t  get   t hat  
explanat ion, because t he book  
refuses t o st op. That  t echnique 
can af fect  t he book  in a posit ive 
way by not  bor ing t he reader  w it h 
long descr ipt ions of  every single 
scene in t he book . This w r it ing 
st yle keeps t he reader 's at t ent ion. 
Alt hough it  does not  keep t he 
reader 's at t ent ion on one specif ic 
event  it  keeps  t he reader  focused 
on t he book  and draws t he reader  
t hrough t he st ory.



My em ulat ion: [The Unxpect ed Three

 Days]

  dpa.

?Okay, i?m  happy now. Good bye, grandm a and grandpa!? 

1.Fr iday Night  on t he Train 

We began walk ing t he t rain t racks at  roughly 12:00 AM t his was a 
t radit ion for  Tom m y, Sam , and Et han who are m y core group of  f r iends. 
Alt hough Sam  and Et han have been m y f r iends for  near ly as long as 
Tom m y has, t he t wo of  us seem  t o have a considerably closer  f r iendship 
t han t he ot her  t wo. 

I heard Sam ?s voice com ing f rom  a couple  hundred yards in f ront  of  us 
?What  t im e are we gonna be out  unt i l? If  your  parent s wake up and 
realize we?re not  in t he house we?re dead.?

Et han was quick  t o give his t ypical sm ar t  response, ?Shut  t he hell up 
Sam . St op car ing so m uch and l ive a l i t t le.? 

2.Tom m y and I snickered and cont inued walk ing down t he t racks t o t he 
closest  Sept a R8 st op. Alt hough it  had been close t o a year  since t he four  
of  us had been t oget her  as a unit , t he chem ist ry bet ween us did not  
seem  like it  had changed since when we f irst  m et  in preschool.

?Tom m y what ?s t he t em perat ure? I haven?t  been able t o feel m y hands 
since we got  out  here an hour  ago.? I said shiver ing. 

Tom m y pulled out  h is phone and looked at  t he weat her  app, ?Jesus, it ?s 
30 degrees out .?

A couple m inut es and a few  hundred yards lat er  we heard a t rain zipping 
down t he t rack  in t he opposit e direct ion we were wander ing of f  in. As it  
cam e everyt hing becam e il lum inat ed, we could see each ot her  as if  i t  
was dayt im e. As t he f inal car  passed us I began t o run af t er  it  for  l i t t le t o 
no reason at  al l. 

I heard Et han scream  ?Why?? as he began t o fol low. Behind him  was Sam  
and in t he back  was Tom m y. We ran all t he way hom e. 

3.I remember the first day of our friendship. The two of us met first at Best 
Friends Day Care, this is where our friendship all began. My parents would 
tell us stories about how I befriended Tommy by biting him on the finger 
because he refused to give me a marshmallow that was rightfully his. The 
rest of the story is somewhat blurry, but this blurred story is what started 
our long lasting friendship. 



About  The Aut hors

Kur t  Vonnegut  is [up to 100 words about him go here.]

First nam e Last  Nam e is... [up to 100 words about YOU go 
here. Probably want to mention where you go to school, what 
your literary interests are!]

My n

Annot at ions/Reasoning

Portions annotated are 
underlined in the story.

1. In m y piece I gave a general t i t le t o m y st ory so it  could provide a broad 
sum m ary of  m y st ory.  It  is also relevant  t hat  not  only do t he chapt er  nam es 
sum m ar ize t he chapt ers in Tuesday?s Wit h Mor r ie, but  t he t it le of  t he book  in 
som e ways is a sum m ary. My goal is t o give t he reader  enough inform at ion t o 
underst and t he st ory before t hey read it .

2. At  t he end of  m y shor t  scene I added a m ini st ory about  how  m y f r iendship 
w it h Tom m y blossom ed. Like t he asides in Mit ch Albom ?s novel, m y scene is 
random  in a sense, but  af t er  a bit  of  t hought  it  es int o t he st ory well. Af t er  t he 
reader  reads t he it al icized st ory I hope it  gives t hem  a l i t t le m ore cont ext  t o 
t he scene. Alt hough t he it al ics, in m y opinion work  best  when t hey per t ain t o a 
st ory w it h a m uch larger  t im eline. Because t hey help provide breaks f rom  t he 
long plot  of  t he book . This is not  necessary in a 300 word scene. 

3. For  every sent ence I w rot e I paused and considered how Mit ch Albom , t he 
aut hor  I was at t em pt ing t o por t ray w rot e his sent ences. I would go t hrough a 
check list  in m y head before com posing a sent ence. The f irst  t h ing I would t h ink  
over  in m y m ind was whet her  or  not  t he sent ence I planned t o w r it e was 
necessit y t o t he developm ent  of  t he scene. Doing t h is st ep helped m e dispose 
of  any lengt hy det ail t hat  was f loat ing around in m y head. Once I had t he idea 
and t he st ruct ure of  t he sent ence, I would revise m y word choice. To keep t rue 
t o Mit ch?s st yle I had t o use as few  adject ives as possible. That  st ep; was rat her  
easy because I was w r it ing in a f ir st  person point  of  view. I hope t h is elem ent  is 
conveyed when wr it ing m y piece so t he reader  does not  slow  down and t ake 
t im e t o read m y scene.I feel as if  when a person reads a book  w it h large 
am ount s of  det ail t hey pause t o t h ink  about  t he t h ings t hat  was wr it t en in t he 
t ext . Like Albom  I want  m y piece t o be fast  paced so it  keeps t he reader 's 
at t ent ion. 



About  t he Aut hors

Mit ch Albom
On May 23, 1958 in Passaic New Jersey Mit ch Albom  was born. When 
Mit ch?s parent s, t wo siblings and him  set t led in t hey l ived in Oak lyn 
New Jersey. For  college Mit ch at t ended Brandeis Universit y, in 
Walt ham  Massachuset t s he decided t o m ajor  in sociology but  in 
realit y he was in love w it h w r it ing. Af t er  college he becam e a fam ous 
f reelance wr it er  for  spor t s blogs and m agazines l ike ESPN and Spor t s 
Il lust rat ed. Af t er  he discovered his old professor , Mor r ie Schwar t z 
was diagnosed w it h ALS he began t o spend a lot  of  t im e w it h him . 
This t hen sparked his passion for  creat ive w r it ing so he decided t o 
drop his pr ior  career  and st ar t  w r it ing books. Mit ch?s books have gone 
on t o sell m il l ions of  copies, he m ost  recognized work  being ?The Five 
People You Meet  In Heaven.? As of  now  he is l iving in Det roit  Michigan 
w it h his w ife. 

Eli Zim m erm an
Eli Zim m erm an is a sophm ore in high school. He at t ends Science 
Leadership Academ y in Philadelphia, PA. Eli Zim m erm an has always 
been w ildly fascinat ed w it h com ing of  age novels, such as J.D 
Salingers, Cat cher  In The Rye. He loves t hat  genre beccause he feels 
as if  t he aut hor  is w r it ing t he book  t o him . He feels as if  t he aut hor  
does not  need t o show of f  an am azing  vocabular t y, t hey just  have t o 
be able t o w r it e a dam n good st ory. 


