
Em ulat ion Handbook

Musahsi /  Eiji Yoshikawa

The novel Musashi st ar t s w it h t he m ain charact er  Takezo, 
t hat  wakes up in a f ield af t er  t he bat t le of  Sek igahara. Af t er  
t hat  event  he t r ies t o cross t he border  but  while doing so he 
k il ls a guard and becom es an out law.Takezo t hen t r ies t o go 
back  t o his vi l lage but  fai ls because t he vil lage head want s 
him  dead so he get s chased out  and is const ant ly being 
hunt ed. Event ually he was found by a m onk and was lef t  t o 
hang on a t ree for  days, but  som eone decides t o let  h im  
down so he can escape. Af t er  he escapes he is found shor t ly 
af t er  by t he m onk again but  h is punishm ent  changes t o 
being locked in a room  for  3 years w it h not hing but  books. 
When he f inally com es out  of  h is conf inem ent  he decides he 
is a new  m an and renam es him self  Musashi of  Miyam ot o.



What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

What 's t he im pact  on t he 
reader?

Narrat ion

In t he novel t he aut hor  is using t wo t ypes of  nar rat ion 
st yles t hat  are bot h om niscient , m eaning t hat  t he 
nar rat or  in t he book  knows everyt hing t hat  is going 
on, but  t he nar rat or  has t wo dif ferent  ways of  going 
about  it . In t he f ir st  quot e t he nar rat or  is focusing on 
m ult iple people, in t h is case it  is 8 young sam urai. The 
second way t he nar rat or  does it  is focusing on just  1 
charact er . Usually t he aut hor  only sw it ches t o t he 
view  of  m ult iple people when t hey are about  t o 
direct ly int eract  w it h t he m ain charact er . In t he f ir st  
quot e above t he 8 young sam urai event ually go on t o 
get  int o an alt ercat ion w it h t he m ain charact er  

Musashi. 

The fact  t hat  t he nar rat or  sw it ches bet ween t he m ain 
charact er  and charact ers t hat  are about  t o be im por t ant  or  
were im por t ant , is very im por t ant  t o t he book . The reason for  
t h is is because t he am ount  of  charact ers in t he book  is h igher  
t han average and t he nar rat or  needs a way t o keep t rack  of  
t hem  all w it hout  t he reader  get t ing confused. For  exam ple in 
t he beginning of  t he st ory when t he m ain charact er  wakes up 
he m eet s anot her  survivor  and a l i t t le lat er  t hey split  but  
since he is one of  t he m ore im por t ant  side charact ers in t he 
book  t he nar rat or  visit s h im  lat er  down t he road. When t he 
nar rat or  event ually goes back  t o him  t he fact  t hat  t he 
nar rat or  is om niscient  is very helpful when t he book  is t rying 
t o cat ch t he reader  up w it h t he charact ers cur rent  st ory. 
Wit hout  t he nar rat or  being om niscient  t h is would be 
im possible t o do w it hout  ru in ing t he f low  of  t he book , and it  
f i t s in w it h t he aut hor 's st yle per fect ly. 

This elem ent  m akes t he reader  feel 
l ike t hey act ually know what 's going 
on in t he book . If  t he reader  couldn't  
get  a proper  view  of  t he wor ld in t h is 
book  t hen it  would be disast rous in 
t he way t hat  it s w r it t en. It  is obvious 
t o t he reader  t hat  t he aut hor 's 
int ent ion is t o m ake sure he gives a 
clear  personalit y t o each charact er  in 
t he book . Through t h is m et hod t he 
aut hor  is able t o m ake t he reader  feel 
l ike t hey are act ually em ot ionally 
engaged int o t he book  and not  losing 
int erest  because t hey feel t hat  t he 
charact ers are not  f leshed out  
enough.
 

¨ The 
8 young 
sam urai 
gave t he 

im pression of  
having pract iced sword 
f ight ing all day.¨ pg 108

?Desperat ion set  in. Musashi could not  
bear  t he idea of  leaving w it hout  

accom plishing his object ive. 
For  his crown, he want ed a 

br i l l iant  st ar  of  
vict ory?pg 209

 



What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

What 's t he im pact  on t he 
reader?

Backst ory

In novels one of  t he m ost  im por t ant  t h ings is t he set t ing. 
In t h is book  t he set t ing is especially im por t ant  because 
unlike ot her  books t hat  are set  in places t hat  people can 
act ually pict ure, t h is book  is set  in Japan dur ing t he 17t h 
cent ury which not  m any English speak ing people decide 
t o research for  t he purpose of  reading a book , even 
t hough t h is book  is m eant  for  t he Japanese. Alt hough 
t he book  is m eant  for  people who are nat ive t o Japan 
and som e sur rounding count r ies t he aut hor  does a great  
job of  explain ing t he set t ing t hrough t he use of  
backst ory. In t he f ir st  quot e t he aut hor  is using 
backst ory t o give t he reader  an idea of  t he geological 
feat ures and in t he second quot e t he aut hor  is giving us 
inform at ion about  a charact er  t hat  we would not  know 
ot herw ise and som e cont ext  on how sam urai are and 
how t hey act . 

Wit hout  t he backst ory in t h is book  it  would be 
ser iously lack ing because w it h it  t he aut hor  adds so 
m uch im agery t o t he novel. Also l ike what  was said 
above t he aut hor  uses backst ory because t he novel is 
about  h ist ory and about  som ebody 's l i fe, a m ediocre 
english aut hor  m ight  say descr ibe a place by just  saying 
it s nam e and one or  t wo dist inguishing feat ures, but  
t h is aut hor  has t o go int o a lot  m ore det ail when it  
com es t o w r it ing backst ory and som et im es t he 
backst ory in Musashi can t ake up t went y-f ive t o f i f t y 
percent  of  a chapt er . 

When t he aut hor  adds backst ory it  m akes 
t he reader  feel l ike t hey 're connect ed t o 
t he st ory. Wit hout  it , i t  would be a dull 
and bor ing. Since t he st ory is about  t he 
l i fe of  a m an t he backst ory also m akes t he 
reader  feel l ike t hey share em ot ional pain 
w it h t he m ain charact er . 

?The 
old m an?s dignit y 

had grown w it h t he years, 
unt i l  now  he resem bled 

not hing so m uch as a m ajest ic 
crane, while at  t he sam e t im e 
ret ain ing t he appearance and 

m anner  of  t he well-bred 
sam urai.? pg. 187

 

?The 
old m an?s dignit y 

had grown w it h t he 
years, unt i l  now  he resem bled 
not hing so m uch as a m ajest ic 
crane, while at  t he sam e t im e 
ret ain ing t he appearance and 

m anner  of  t he well-bred 
sam urai.? pg. 187

 



What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

What 's t he im pact  on t he 
reader?

Dialogue

The last  book  based elem ent  is dialogue. In Musashi t he 
aut hor  l ikes t o w r it e long paragraphs of  just  t ext  w it h 
l i t t le t o no act ual descr ipt ion of  scenes, he just  let s t he 
charact ers dialogue t ake you t hrew  a lot  of  t he book  
and t hen when charact ers are done t alk ing he adds a 
paragraph or  paragraphs of  descr ipt ion. For  exam ple 
t h is segm ent  ?The Yagyu dojo could quit e appropr iat ely 
be descr ibed as grand. Sit uat ed in t he out er  grounds of  
t he cast le, i t  had been rebuilt  around t he t im e when air  
of  indest ruct ibi l i t y.? pg 196.
 

The dialogue is a very im por t ant  aspect  in t he 
book . The reason being is because t here is a 
vast  am ount  of  charact ers in t he book . The 
aut hor  int ended for  t he reader  t o be able t o 
learn how charact ers in t he book  feel and 
what  t ype of  personalit y t hey have. 

Like what  was said a l i t t le bit  above t he reader  
is able t o have an em ot ional invest m ent  int o 
t he charact ers in t he book . In real l i fe when 
you l ist en t o som eone t alk  for  a long t im e you 
feel l ike you know t hem  a bit  bet t er . It  is t he 
sam e t hing for  t h is book , because of  t he 
am ount  of  dialogue t he reader  feels l ike t hey 
know t he charact ers personally. 

?Yes, 
When he 

read t he let t er .?

?And??

?He just  handed it  back  t o m e.?

?He didn?t  look  at  t he st em .?

?Not  t hat  I not iced.?

?He didn't  exam ine it  or  say anyt hing about  it ??

?No.?

pg 196

?The Yagyu dojo could quit e appropr iat ely be 
descr ibed as grand. Sit uat ed in t he out er  
grounds of  t he cast le, i t  had been rebuilt  

around t he t im e when air  of  
indest ruct ibi l i t y? pg 196 



My Em ulat ion: Picket s Charge 
The town of Gettysburg was peaceful until July of 1864. Gettysburg is filled with luscious farms with no urban 

development. The fact that the town was inside of grasslands made it the perfect target for the Confederate army. 
The only high ground available lied at Little round top, Cemetery hill and Big round top.

Meade was entering camp with everyone expecting some sort of news. He started walking into the commander 's tent 
where all his eager lieutenants were also waiting for what Meade would predict. 

?What 's the plan sir?? Asked one of the lieutenants.

?The plan is t o wait ,? said Meade w it h a f irm  voice. ?Go on and open up t he m ap.? The l ieut enant  l ist ens t o 
t he order  and grabs t he m ap reluct ant ly w it h a f rown on his face as he knows one of  t he Generals fam ous 
?plans? is about  t o be spoken

?Halt all the artillery fire and wait for a charge I know it 's coming? Meade says as he draws battle formations on the 
map.

General Rober t  E. Lee was t he leader  of  t he Confederat e arm y in Get t ysburg. The Confederat e arm y in 
Get t ysburg was t ired and t hey are on t he unions f lank . Lee` was t alk ing t o Picket  which is one of  h is 
l ieut enant s

?Picket what 's the plan? said Lee

?The artillery has stopped I would assume there out of ammo we should do an infantry rush?

?But what if it 's just a fake? ? Asked Lee

?It is a gamble but if it works we might possibly win the battle and maybe even gain momentum for the war.?

Later that day Pickett 's gamble might have worked out if it wasn?t for the fact that stopping the artillery was inside of 
Meade's fool proof plan.
 



Annot at ion #1 

For narration I'm switching between Gen. Meade and Gen. Lee so the reader can know both 
characters before the climax of the story. It also impacts the story by showing the two sides of the 
growing conflict that are taking place in the story. This element is marked in bold.

Annot at ion #2 

The second element is backstory and it takes place entirely in the opening paragraph. The main point 
of the backstory is for the reader to be able to understand what is going on in the story because like 
the book it takes place in a time period that people aren?t familiar with. This element is marked by 
being underlined.

Annot at ion #3 

The third and last element takes place near the end of the story and it is back and forth dialogue. The 
reason for this element is so the reader can get a quick glimpse of how the characters interact with 
each other in the story. It also makes the story more interesting then it would've been without the 
dialogue.  This element is marked in red.

 



About  The Aut hors

Eiji Yoshikawa is a famous Japanese historical 
Novelist that is know for his revisions of classic 
works. During his life he won many awards for his 
writings but unfortunately his life was cut short 
from cancer and he died at the age of 70.

James Adams is a student of the 
Philadelphia school district that is know for 
being that one tall guy. He has had many 
accomplisments in his life such as, that one 
time he slept 24 hours straight and that other 
time when he played basketball.


