
Em ulat ion Handbook

A Russian t eenager , Lev Beniov, get s caught  loot ing t he corpse of  a Germ an 
soldier  and was sent  t o a local jai l  known as t he Crosses. There, he m eet s his 
cell m at e and best  f r iend, Kolya, a supposed deser t er  of  t he Red Arm y. Af t er  a 
night  of  get t ing acquaint ed, t he t h ief  and deser t er  await ed cer t ain deat h. 
However , t he colonel gave t hem  a special deal: i f  t hey could f ind him  a dozen 
eggs t hat  could be used for  h is daught er ?s wedding cake, he?ll let  t hem  f ree. A 
seem ingly odd request , but  eggs were alm ost  unseen in t he depr ived cit y of  
Pit er . For  t he next  week, Lev and Kolya em bark  on an epic journey f inding 
t hose eggs--facing deat h, building f r iendship, and grow ing up as young m en. 



Com ponent  #1 - First  
Person Perspect ive

This is im por t ant  t o t he book  because it  
pays respect  t o t he or igin of  t he st ory and 
let s us see t he wor ld t hrough t he 
prot agonist ?s eyes. In t he prologue, t he 
aut hor  explains t hat  t h is st ory is based of f  
of  h is grandfat her ?s advent ures in his 
t eenage years dur ing Wor ld War  II. The 
foundat ion of  t he book  is based of f  of  what  
h is grandfat her  t old him . The st ory is 
specif ically about  h is l i fe. It  is what  m akes 
t h is book  unique f rom  any ot her  book  t hat  
is set  around t he sam e t im e era.

What  Is This Elem ent ?

Why Does It  Mat t er?

What 's The Im pact  On The Reader?

The t arget  audience of  t h is book  are t eenagers. Mak ing t he st ory t old t hrough t he 
perspect ive of  anot her  t eenager  m akes it  a lot  m ore com for t ing and relat able, and it  
shows t hat  people share com m on t hought s and ideas despit e l iving in dif ferent  par t s of  
t he wor ld and at  dif ferent  t im es. At  som e point  in our  l ives, we all feel alone and helpless, 
just  as Lev did in t h is scene.

When learning about  h ist ory, t hrough sources such as t ext books, everyt hing is t old in t he 
t h ird person. Everyone t ells h ist ory as a t h ing of  t he past , m ak ing it  feel dist ant  and 
ir relevant . This st ory is t old t hrough t he f ir st  person perspect ive, giving us insight  on som e 
of  t he m inor  det ails about  people?s l ives t hat  t ext books t ypically f ind t oo insignif icant  t o 
cover . This m akes t he st ory a lot  m ore personal, and as a result , m ore int erest ing. 

The st ory is t old t hrough t he f ir st  person 
perspect ive. The prot agonist , Lev, is shar ing 
his exper inces t hrough his point  of  view. We 
see what  he sees, hear  what  he hears, and 
get  inf luenced by his t hought s. 

Excerpt

?Darkness and solit ude generally 
didn?t  f r ight en m e. Elect r icit y was 
rare as bacon in Pit er  t hose days, 
and m y apar t m ent  in t he Kirov was 
em pt y now t hat  Mot her  and Taisya 
had f led. The long night s were dark  
and quiet , but  t here was always 
noise som ewhere. Mor t ars f ired 
f rom  t he Germ an l ines; an arm y 
t ruck  m ot or ing down t he boulevard; 
t he dying old wom an upst airs 
m oaning in her  bed. Aw ful sounds, 
really, but  sounds?  som et hing t o 
let  you know you were st i l l  in t h is 
wor ld. That  cell in t he Crosses was 
t he only t ru ly si lent  place I?d ever  
ent ered. I could hear  not hing at  al l; I 
could see not hing. They had locked 
m e in deat h?s wait ing room .? (19)



Com ponent  #2 - 
Flashbacks

This is im por t ant  t o t he book  overall 
because it  gives insight  on Lev?s 
background. The book  begins a couple 
m ont hs af t er  t he war  had already 
st ar t ed, so we don?t  im m ediat ely learn 
what  h is l i fe was l ike before. Inst ead, we 
gain t hat  know ledge bit s and pieces at  a 
t im e t hrough his f lashbacks. As a result , 
we learn m ore about  h is past , and it  
provides a st ronger  cont rast  bet ween l i fe 
before and dur ing t he war . In t he book , 
Lev descr ibes t hat  ?You have never  been 
so hungry; you have never  been so cold."  
This put s em phasis on t he cont rast .

What  Is This Elem ent ?

Why Does It  Mat t er?

What 's The Im pact  On The Reader?
Whenever  we st ar t  a new  book , we don?t  im m ediat ely underst ood t he whole st ory. The 
process is gradual, and we slow ly learn m ore and m ore as we read. Over  t im e, cont ext  
becom es enr iched and t he plot  becom es clearer . Books t hat  have l inear  plot s are of t en 
very bor ing, as t hey t end t o fol low  a ?t hen?  af t er? ? st ruct ure. In t h is book , t here are 
f lashbacks. This elem ent  m akes t he reader  feel m ore know ledgeable and allows t hem  
t o bet t er  underst and Lev?s st ory by explain ing int erest ing det ails of  h is past  l i fe. This 
specif ic f lashback  st ands out  because it  addresses a problem  t hat  m any people face: at  
what  point  is com m it t ing t o som et hing no longer  wor t h it ?

Throughout  t he book , t here are 
num erous f lashbacks scat t ered about . 
This specif ic one per t ains t o Lev?s 
background w it h chess: how  he used 
used t o play com pet it ively but  
event ually quit  due t he realizat ion t hat  
he could never  be t he best . 

Excerpt

?When I was six, t he club coach declared 
m e a t alent . For  several years I was one of  
t he t op-ranked young players, w inning 
l i t t le r ibbons and m edals at  t ournam ent s 
t hroughout  Leningrad Oblast ... When I 
was four t een, I quit  t he club. I had 
learned t hat  I was a good player  but  
would never  be a great  one. Fr iends of  
m ine at  Spar t ak , whom  I had beat en 
consist ent ly when we were younger , had 
lef t  m e far  behind, advancing t o a plane I 
could not  access no m at t er  how  m any 
gam es I played, how  m any books I read, 
how  m any endgam e problem s I worked 
on in bed at  n ight ... A br i l l iant  player  
underst ands t he gam e in a way he can 
never  quit e ar t iculat e; he analyzes t he 
board and knows how t o im prove his 
posit ion before his brain can devise an 
explanat ion for  t he m ove... Chess becam e 
far  m ore fun once I no longer  had t o 
wor ry about  m y cit yw ide rank ing.? (43)
 



Most  of  t he book  is w r it t en just  l ike 
t h is ?  sim ple sent ences, t ypically w it h 
at  m ost  1 com m a. 

Com ponent  #3 - 
Sim ple Sent ences

This is im por t ant  t o t he book  because it  
is t old t hrough t he perspect ive of  a 
t eenage boy and based of f  of  t he st ory 
t hat  t he aut hor ?s grandfat her  had t old 
him . The average t eenage boy doesn?t  
speak  l ike an English or  Hist ory 
professor  on a daily basis. Sim ple 
sent ences of  t hought  or  descr ipt ion 
really f i t s t he charact er . Anot her  
reason why it ?s im por t ant  is because 
t he st ory was t old t hrough t he aut hor ?s 
grandfat her , som eone who is l ikely in 
t heir  sevent ies. No m at t er  how  
m em orable an event  could be, sm all 
det ails here and t here are bound t o be 

What  Is This Elem ent ?

Why Does It  Mat t er?

What 's The Im pact  
On The Reader?
The reserved use of  com m as in 
sent ences m akes t he reader  feel m ore 
conf ident  about  t heir  reading. 
Sent ences t hat  t ypically use m ore t han 
t hree com m as at  a t im e are very 
com pact  and t alk  about  several t h ings 
at  a t im e. This is a recipe for  confusion. 
When readers are confused about  an 
event  t hat  happens in a book , t he rest  
of  t he st ory would be out  of  cont ext . By 
reducing a m ajor it y of  sent ences t o 
sim ple, one com m a lines, t he aut hor  is 
m ak ing t he book  m uch m ore readable 
and cat ers t o a larger  audience.  

Excerpt

?I t hought  t he gir ls would be pleased, but  
when t hey heard t he news t hey 
exchanged wor r ied looks. Their  l i fe of  t he 
past  few  m ont hs was over  now. They 
would have t o run w it hout  know ing where 
t heir  next  m eal would com e f rom  or  
where t hey would sleep. Mil l ions of  
Russians could say t he sam e, but  t h ings 
were worse for  t he gir ls. If  t he Germ ans 
caught  t hem  again, t hey would suf fer  a 
harsher  punishm ent  t han Zoya had.? (142) 



My Em ulat ion
Educat ion At  It 's Worst

In m y ear ly years of  school, I had a hard t im e as an English learner . While I 
was born in Am er ica, I m oved t o China for  t he f ir st  four  years of  m y l i fe. When I 
ret urned, I found m yself  lost  and confused in t h is foreign place. I didn?t  know 
what  t he k ids in school said, and st ruggled t o express m y t hought s. One t h ing 
was for  sure, however : I want ed t o be l ike t he sm ar t  k ids in class.

Over  t im e, I developed self  discipline t hrough com pet it ion. It  put  m e on t he 
r ight  t rack  and helped m e m aint ain a good work  et hic. It  was no longer  about  
br inging good grades hom e for  m y parent s. Whenever  I got  a good grade on a t est  
or  did good on a project , I felt  a sense of  accom plishm ent . I didn?t  have t hat  
before. I began t o really care about  m y educat ion. As a result  however , I becam e 
ext rem ely concerned when I had t eachers who I felt  was not  doing t heir  job.

First  person perspect ive:
My aut hor  w rot e his st ory in f ir st  person. This 
st ory is also t old t hrough t he f ir st  person 
perspect ive, and it  gives insight  on t he l i fe of  a 
st udent  who is having problem s w it h a 
t eacher . Not  every k id l ikes school, in fact , 
m ost  don't . Som et im es, it ?s because t hey don?t  
underst and it s im por t ance, ot her  t im es, it ?s 
sim ply because t hey aren?t  m ot ivat ed t o learn. 
St udent s feel com for t ed when t hey f ind out  
t hat  t hey aren?t  t he only ones who st ruggle t o 
f ind a reason t o learn. 

Sim ple sent ences 
In m y aut hor ?s st ory, m ost  of  t he 
sent ences were sim ple: t ypically 
w it h at  m ost  one com m a. In m y 
st ory, I had m ade sure t o do just  
t hat . I'm  hoping t hat  It  helps m ake 
t he st ory st raight -forward and 
easier  t o underst and. 



My Em ulat ion cont. 
I rem em ber  it  was a cold, Novem ber  af t ernoon, and we were just  t ransit ioning 

f rom  Science class. As we shuf f led int o our  seat s, t he t eacher  gave inst ruct ion.

"Today we're going t o wat ch a fun l i t t le car t oon on t he Am er ican Revolut ion,"  
Ms. Carol announced. The at m osphere of  t he class changed im m ediat ely. Silence 
swept  across t he room . Typically, st udent s love when t eachers let  t hem  wat ch 
videos dur ing class. It 's a nice l i t t le break  f rom  t he usual lect ures. But  wat ching 
videos in her  class m eant  som et hing dif ferent . 

"You're responsible for  t ak ing at  least  eight  sent ences wor t h of  not es and 
wr it ing a one paragraph sum m ary on t he video,"  she added. It  was t he sam e 
assignm ent  we've had for  t he past  week. I t h ink  at  least  half  t he class knew it  was 
com ing.

Alt hough I never  quit e enjoyed t he concept  of  school as a whole, I underst and 
why it  exist s. While t he idea of  school is r ight , but  t here are exam ples in which 
t eachers fai l t o show st udent s it s im por t ance. As a result , t hey soon lose m ot ivat ion 
and end up never  appreciat ing it s exist ence. Lucky, I?ve had t eachers in m y l i fe who 
have shown m e how learning can be excit ing. Thanks t o t hem , I have com e t o 
underst and t hat  educat ion is an invaluable exper ience. 

There are a lot  of  f lashbacks t hat  
m y aut hor  had included in his st ory. 
In m y st ory, t here is also a 
f lashback . It  det ails a specif ic 
exper ience t hat  shows how t he 
nar rat or  in m y st ory had st ruggled 
w it h f inding m ot ivat ion in school. 

Flashbacks:



About  The Aut hors

Born in Philadelphia, Wil l iam  
Huang is a high school st udent  
at t ending Science Leadership 
Academ y. He is a gam er , m usic 
ent husiast , and excellent  
procrat inat or . As a l i fe-long 
learner , he is always look ing for  
a great  book  t o read.

Will iam  Huang

David Beniof f

Born in New York  Cit y, David 
Beniof f  is an Am er ican 
novelist , screenwr it er , 
t elevision producer  and 
direct or . He is w idely known 
as t he co-creat or  and 
showrunner  of  t he acclaim ed 
award-w inning HBO ser ies 
Gam e of  Thrones. He has 
w r it t en several novels, 
including The 25t h Hour  and 
Cit y of  Thieves


