
Em ulat ion Handbook



Sum m ary

Harry Pot t er  and t he Half  Blood is t he sixt h it erat ion of  t he Har ry Pot t er  
ser ies. Har ry Pot t er  is 15 year  old w izard t hat  at t ends Hogwar t s School of  
Wit chcraf t  and Wizardry, who happens t o have a signif icant  background. As 
a child, h is parent ?s l ives were t aken by t he Dark  Lord Voldem or t , w it h an 
at t em pt  at  h is own l i fe. Throughout  t he years t he l i fe of  Har ry and his 
environm ent  have been t hreat ened by Voldem or t  and charact ers brought  on 
by his reign. At  t he t im e of  t h is it erat ion, Dum bledore, t he headm ast er  of  
hogwar t s and relat ive f igure of  t he peaceful wor ld, is very involved in 
Har ry?s l i fe. Dur ing t he school year  he t akes Har ry under  his w ing, in 
preparat ion for  t he ret urning height  of  Lord Voldem or t . 



Elem ent  1: Nar rat ion 

What  is t h is elem ent ?

The elem ent  at  play here is t he 
point  of  view. It  is in t he t h ird 
person, however  t he nar rat ion 
doesn?t  only descr ibe t he basic 
l inear  event s, i t  also occasionally 
ent ers t hought s of  cer t ain 
charact ers. The nar rat or  is not  
t ot ally om niscient , m eaning t hey 
cannot  access every t hought  
everyone has, it  is l im it ed t o 
specif ic people and specif ic 
t hought s. 

Why does it  m at t er?

 This specif ic t ype of  nar rat ion 
is im por t ant  t o t he book , 
because it  reveals t he inner   
em ot ions of  Har ry and t he 
ot her  charact ers. For  exam ple, 
in t h is quot e, when Har ry 
discovers his t est  result s, t he 
reader  also learns about  h is 

Quot e(s)
?Harry looked back down at his results. They 
were as good as he could have hoped for. He 
felt just one tiny twinge of regret? . This was 
the end of his ambition to become an Auror. 
He had not secured the required potions 
grade. He had known all along that he 
wouldn?t, but he still felt a sinking in his 
stomach as he looked again at that small 
black E.   

It was odd, really, seeing that it had been a 
Death Eater in disguise who had first told 
Harry he would make a good Auror, but 
somehow the idea had taken hold of him, 
and he couldn?t really think of anything else 
he would like it to be. Moreover, it had 
seemed the right destiny for him since he 
had heard the prophecy a few weeks 
ago? .Neither can live while the other 
survives? . Wouldn?t he be living up to the 
prophecy, and giving himself the best chance 
of survival, if he joined those highly trained 
wizards whose job it was to find and kill 
Voldemort?? 

once desired career  and his feelings about  losing t he oppor t unit y t o 
pursue it . Wit hout  depict ing any t hought s, t he book  would be signif icant ly 
m ore dry and dif f icult  t o underst and. If  every t hought  of  every charact er  
could be ent ered, t he sam e would apply. This nar rat ion st yle allows t here 
t o be an int r icat e and m eaningful st ory. 



What 's t he im pact  on t he 
reader?

Elem ent  1 Cont inued

This elem ent  allows t he reader  
t o feel m ore connect ed w it h 
Har ry, while being able t o enjoy 
t he wor ld f rom  a t h ird 
perspect ive. This connect ion 
allows t he reader  t o sym pat hize 
w it h Har ry and also feel involved 
in what  happens. 

Quot e(s)
?Harry looked back down at his results. They 
were as good as he could have hoped for. He 
felt just one tiny twinge of regret? . This was 
the end of his ambition to become an Auror. 
He had not secured the required potions 
grade. He had known all along that he 
wouldn?t, but he still felt a sinking in his 
stomach as he looked again at that small 
black E.   

It was odd, really, seeing that it had been a 
Death Eater in disguise who had first told 
Harry he would make a good Auror, but 
somehow the idea had taken hold of him, 
and he couldn?t really think of anything else 
he would like it to be. Moreover, it had 
seemed the right destiny for him since he 
had heard the prophecy a few weeks 
ago? .Neither can live while the other 
survives? . Wouldn?t he be living up to the 
prophecy, and giving himself the best chance 
of survival, if he joined those highly trained 
wizards whose job it was to find and kill 
Voldemort?? 



Elem ent  2: Plot  St ruct ure

What  is t h is elem ent ?

The aut hor  is using a 
sum m ar izing paragraph t o 
capt ure a long span of  t im e. 
This alt ers a previously l inear , 
day-by-day nar rat ion, and 
sk ips t o a m ore signif icant  
sect ion 

Quot e(s)
?Harry looked back down at his results. They 
were as good as he could have hoped for. He 
felt just one tiny twinge of regret? . This was 
the end of his ambition to become an Auror. 
He had not secured the required potions 
grade. He had known all along that he 
wouldn?t, but he still felt a sinking in his 
stomach as he looked again at that small 
black E.   

It was odd, really, seeing that it had been a 
Death Eater in disguise who had first told 
Harry he would make a good Auror, but 
somehow the idea had taken hold of him, 
and he couldn?t really think of anything else 
he would like it to be. Moreover, it had 
seemed the right destiny for him since he 
had heard the prophecy a few weeks 
ago? .Neither can live while the other 
survives? . Wouldn?t he be living up to the 
prophecy, and giving himself the best chance 
of survival, if he joined those highly trained 
wizards whose job it was to find and kill 
Voldemort?? 

Why does it  m at t er?

In t h is specif ic quot e t he 
aut hor  gives a broad sum m ary 
of  a per iod in t im e. This 
paragraph serves as t he 
beginning of  a new  chapt er  and 
a w rapping up of  t he event s of  
t he Bur row. It  segways t he 
nar rat ion t o t heir  next  m eal 
where t hey depar t ing t o diagon 
alley.This elem ent  is im por t ant  
t o t he book , because it  keeps 

t he focus on t he m ain t opics and allows it  not  t o exceed 800 pages. In 
each end of  t hese t ransit ions, t here are m uch m ore det ailed and l inear  
descr ipt ions of  sm all event s l ike t hat  of  playing ?t wo-a-side quiddit ch?.  



Elem ent  2 Cont inued

?Harry looked back down at his results. They 
were as good as he could have hoped for. He 
felt just one tiny twinge of regret? . This was 
the end of his ambition to become an Auror. 
He had not secured the required potions 
grade. He had known all along that he 
wouldn?t, but he still felt a sinking in his 
stomach as he looked again at that small 
black E.   

It was odd, really, seeing that it had been a 
Death Eater in disguise who had first told 
Harry he would make a good Auror, but 
somehow the idea had taken hold of him, 
and he couldn?t really think of anything else 
he would like it to be. Moreover, it had 
seemed the right destiny for him since he 
had heard the prophecy a few weeks 
ago? .Neither can live while the other 
survives? . Wouldn?t he be living up to the 
prophecy, and giving himself the best chance 
of survival, if he joined those highly trained 
wizards whose job it was to find and kill 
Voldemort?? 

Quot e(s)
What 's t he im pact  on t he 
reader?
These t ransit ions are designed t o 
keep t he int erest  of  t he reader . I 
believe it  also supplies t he 
i l lusion of  a realist ic t im eline. 
When im por t ant  event s happen 
in t he book , it  is on t he page 
very quick ly, however  in t h is 
f ict ional t im eline it  m ay be 



Quot e(s)What  is t h is elem ent ?

?Don?t get used to it, it?s only because of 
Harry,? said Mr. Weasley over his shoulder. 
He and Mrs. Weasley were in front with 
the Ministry driver; the front passenger 
seat had obligingly stretched into what 
resembled a two-seater sofa. ?He?s been 
given top-grade security status. And we?ll 
be joining up with additional security at 
the Leaky Cauldron too.? 

[Quote 2] He?s going to be giving me 
private lessons this year,? said Harry 
conversationally.  Ron choked on his bit of 
toast, and Hermione gasped. ?You kept 
that quiet!? said Ron. ?I only just 
remembered,? said Harry honestly. ?He 
told me last night in your broom shed.? 
?Blimey . . . private lessons with 
Dumbledore!? said Ron, looking impressed. 
?I wonder why he?s . . . ?? 

On a given page, t he t ext  is 
t ypically about  40% dialogue. 
This dialogue is at  m ost  1-3 
sent ences long, but  exchanges 
occur  t hroughout  a page. 
Last ly; In bet ween dialogue 
gives a det ailed descr ipt ion 
t hat  includes t hought s on 
what  is happening. The aut hor  
uses dialogue t o set  t he scene 
for  scenes t hat  would be 
found bor ing if  t old in long 
det ailed sent ences. 

Why does it  m at t er?
The am ount  of  dialogue is 
crucial t o t he pacing of  t he 
book . In t h is sect ion of  t he 
book  Har ry reveals t o his 
f r iends t hat  he would be having 
pr ivat e lessons w it h 
dum bledore. Alt hough m uch of   

t he nar rat ion focuses on Har ry, t he st ory does progress when new 
charact ers discover  inform at ion t he reader  already knows of . The 
reader  already knows t hat  Har ry w il l  be t ak ing pr ivat e lessons, but  t he 
st ory progresses when Ron and Herm ione discover  t h is. Inform at ion 
and secret s are a com m on t hem e in t h is ser ies, and when dif ferent  
individuals discover  dif ferent  t h ings it  changes t heir  course of  act ions.

Elem ent  3: Dialogue 



Quot e(s)

Elem ent  3 Cont inued

?Don?t get used to it, it?s only because of 
Harry,? said Mr. Weasley over his shoulder. 
He and Mrs. Weasley were in front with 
the Ministry driver; the front passenger 
seat had obligingly stretched into what 
resembled a two-seater sofa. ?He?s been 
given top-grade security status. And we?ll 
be joining up with additional security at 
the Leaky Cauldron too.? 

[Quote 2] He?s going to be giving me 
private lessons this year,? said Harry 
conversationally.  Ron choked on his bit of 
toast, and Hermione gasped. ?You kept 
that quiet!? said Ron. ?I only just 
remembered,? said Harry honestly. ?He 
told me last night in your broom shed.? 
?Blimey . . . private lessons with 
Dumbledore!? said Ron, looking impressed. 
?I wonder why he?s . . . ?? 

What 's t he im pact  on t he 
reader?
I believe t h is st yle m akes t he 
reader  feel, sim ilar  t o how  
charact ers are depict ed, l ike 
t hey are put t ing pieces of  
inform at ion t oget her  
t hem selves. The reader  is very 
connect ed t o t he point  of  view  of  
Har ry, so when dialogue appears 
on t he page it  m akes t hem  
pict ure t hem selves t alk ing or  
being t alked t o. 



My Em ulat ion: Accident al Shark  Saga 

  It  was l ike a really aw ful n ight  over  t he 
por t ion of  t he At lant ic t hat  is close t o 
t he not  great  place t hat  is Flor ida. 
Am ongst  t hese rough wat ers, swam  
t hree sm oot h dogf ish sharks. On t h is 
par t icular ly t er r ible night , t hese t hree 
sharks were at t em pt ing t o avoid t heir  
polit ically t roubling peers. There had 
been a reef  m eet ing in progress, but  
t hese t hree could not  st and t he opinions 
of  t heir  reef  neighbors. 

The m ost  ef f icient  sw im m er  of  t he t hree, 
Char les, had been t he f ir st  t o get  t he hell 
away f rom  t his m eet ing. Char les was a 
f ree t h inker , def in it ely t he f ir st  of  h is 
com panions t o be so fed up w it h t heir  
com m unit y?s bullshit . He led t hem  t o t h is 
m ore excit ing and f ree l i fe. He found t he 
not ion of  being an out sider  am ongst  t he 
l i t eral sea of  opinionat ed idiot s t hat  
sur rounded him . 

The nar rat ion t akes place in 
t he t h ird person, and t he 
nar rat ion is closely relat ed t o 
each of  t hese m ain 
charact ers. I st at ed t hat  t he 
nar rat ion of  Har ry Pot t er  
and t he Half  Blood Pr ince, 
m y goal was t o focus t h is 
nar rat ion on eit her  t h is baby 
or  Char les. This creat es a 
sim ilar  closeness t he reader  
m ight  feel t owards Har ry, 
Ron and Herm ione, t owards 
t hese t hree sea creat ures. In 
t he second paragraph, t h is 
descr ipt ion of  Char les, 
def in it ely creat es a feeling of  
closeness bet ween t he 
nar rat or  and Char les.

Annot at ion 1

Annot at ion 2
It  does not  always progress l inear ly, here it  speaks out side 
of  t he st ory. It  alm ost  pauses a m om ent  in t im e t o go in 
dept h about  t he background of  each charact er . This gives 
t he reader  t he im pression t hat  t he nar rat or  is just  t alk ing, 
alm ost  out side of  t he t im e-line. 

The ot hers, Mandy and Chr is, fol lowed Char les in his ext raordinary way of  l i fe. Mandy 
had been raised by t he very ant it hesis of  Char les. She had always been som ewhat  of  
f ree t h inker , but  t o her  t raum at ic rem em brance, t here cam e a t im e when she 
conform ed t o her  parent s views. The or igin of  Chr is is t ot ally unknown, but  it  seem ed 
l ike all h is l i fe he had been t he m ost  laid back  m an (shark ) ever . 
?That  was cr im inal,? 
declared Char les in a 
pant ing f it , having 
just  abrupt ly com e t o 
a halt .



?Out  of  shape t here, are we?? replied Mandy 
unconcerned, at t em pt ing t o f ind a suit able 
place t o sit  and endure t he daily adrenaline 
fueled lect ure of  Char les. 

?Shut  up you clods, we need t o feed 
ourselves. Can we act ually eat  som et hing 
real, l ike a f ish, or  do we have t o st i l l  do 
Cracker  Bar rel?? Chr is announced, m im ick ing 
t he act ions of  Mandy, but  quick ly giving up 
and spreading fu lly on t he f loor . 

?It s wednesday you ?clod?, unless you have 
forgot t en t he legal binding signif icance of  
wednesday!?? Char les yelled in a beaut ifu l ly 
sarcast ic and angry t one. 

?Just  t h is one t im e, I need a break  f rom  
cracker  bar re-?

?Wednesday m eans; I chose where we eat ! 
And I chose and always w il l  chose Cracker  
Bar rel.? 

This seem ed t o be t heir  norm al rout ine and a 
quit e charm ing one at  t hat . That  n ight  af t er  
t heir  st om achs had been ravaged by t he 
cracker  bar rel cuisine, t hey w it nessed 
som et hing fall f rom  t he ocean sky and f loat  
gent ly t o t he park ing lot . 

?Is t hat  a baby, l ike a hum an baby?? said 
Chr is exam ining t he fallen child 

?Yep t hat  is def in it ely what  t hat  is and t h is is 
our  l i fe now ,? replied Char les excit edly w it h 
Mandy nodding along. 

My Em ulat ion 

Annot at ion 3
Alt hough t he dialogue did 
not  st ar t  unt i l  t h is second 
half  in t he st ory, i t  no 
account s for  m ost  of  t he 
nar rat ion. Not hing very 
im por t ant  is discussed in t h is 
dialogue, however  it  is 
responsible for  t he direct ion 
of  t he plot . 



Aut hors Em ulat ion

J.K. Row ling:   

J.K. Row ling is a 55 year  old aut hor , screen wr it er  
and f i lm  producer  f rom  t he Unit ed Kingdom . She 
is m ost  well known for  t he ext ensive Har ry 
Pot t er  ser ies. 

Tom m y Conley:

Tom m y Conley is a 10t h grader  at  Science Leadership 
Achadem y, who wrot e t h is handbook.


