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The Advent ures of  Huck leber ry Finn/  Mark  Twain

Huck leber ry Finn is cent ered around t he advent ures 
of  Huck?, a Mississippi yout h. Bored w it h his norm al l i fe, 
he const ant ly t r ies t o m ake his realit y dist or t ed t hrough 
l ies t hat  he can?t  see t hrough any bet t er  t han t hose he 
t ells t hem  t o. His fat her  has hur t  h is relat ionship w it h 
Huck? so he set s of f  t o m ake an advent ure w it h his slave 
Jim  t o explore Mississippi. On t heir  t ravels t hey 
occasionally m eet  Tom  Sawyer , a k id w it h w it , bandit s 
and t h ieves who are begging t o get  t heir  hands on m oney 
and r ival fam il ies who are t h irst y for  blood.



Elem ent  #1 -  Gram m ar  St yle

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

The aut hor  is purposely using slang t o creat e a m ore l i t eral 
m ent al im age. The aut hor  is at t em pt ing t o em ulat e t he accent s 
and slang of  t he resident s of  Mississippi. He also uses really 
st rong cont ract ions when t he people have direct  conversat ions.

Set s t he t one of  t he book . I can hear  a West ern English t one 
and inst ead it ?s m ore direct ed t o how  t hey m ight  have spoken 
w it h a st rong Sout hern accent . This is im por t ant  because t he 
book  is set  in t he shores of  Mississippi. This also can help you 
det erm ine t he st at us of  dif ferent  charact ers due t o t he way Mark  
Twain w r it es t heir  speech. According t o t he book , t he bet t er  you 

It  m akes you feel l ike you are closer  t o t he people in t he st ory 
because of  t he way t hey are t alk ing. You m ight  hear  t he way t hey 
t alk  and can som ehow im agine t hem  in your  head t hrough t he 
use of  slang. Teenagers of t en use slang and m any cont ract ions 
when we com m unicat e w it h one anot her  so t h is can t ie our  
generat ion t o t he people in t he book . This am ount  of  int eract ion 
can m ake t he book  seem  m ore energizing because of  t he way it  
al lows t he reader  work  t o underst and t he book .

?The place where he keeps his w ives. Don?t  you know about  t he harem ? Solom on had one; he had 
about  a m il l ion w ives.?

     ?Why, yes, dat ?s so; I? I?d done forgot  it . A harem ?s a bo?d?n-house, I reck?n. Mos? l ikely dey has racket y 
t im es in de nussery. En I reck?n de w ives quar rels considable; en dat  ?crease de racket . Yit  dey say 
Sollerm un de w ises? m an dat  ever  l ive?. I doan? t ake no st ock  in dat . Bekase why: would a w ise m an 
want  t o l ive in de m ids? er  sich a blim -blam m in? all de t im e? No? ?deed he wouldn?t . A w ise m an ?ud t ake 
en buil? a biler -fact ry; en den he could shet  down de biler -fact ry when he want  t o res?.?
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Elem ent  #2 - Paragraph St ruct ure

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

The st ruct ure of  t he paragraphs helps t he readers underst and t he 
chronological and descr ipt ive order . Plus, Mark  Twain organizes t hese 
paragraphs chronologically,which goes by t im e. For  exam ple, i f  t he 
book  is in t he process of  descr ibing a charact er , t he st ruct ure of  t he 
paragraph w il l  be able t o, w it hout  m ak ing t he paragraph unnecessar i ly 
long, and event ually k i l l ing t he reader  of  boredom . 

It  m akes t he book  easier  t o read, st opping t he book  f rom  having 
m any ?run-on? paragraphs. This elem ent  m akes t he book  m ore invit ing 
and less st ress inducing. Mark  Twain?s paragraphs are never  t oo l i t eral 
eit her , l ike when look ing at  t h is l ine in t he ending of  t he paragraphs 
above; (? The r idge our  cavern was in was fu ll of  t hem . We could a had 
pet s enough if  we?d want ed t hem .?) This t ype of  descr ipt ion is found 
t hroughout  t he book  and are im por t ant  because of  t heir  com icalit y and 
pract icalit y.

It  m ight  relieve t he reader , long paragraphs m ight  int im idat e 
anyone who?s reading t he book . The descr ipt ions help creat e a bet t er  
m ent al im age m ak ing t heir  relat ionships w it h Huck leber ry st ronger  
because t hey event ually get  t he sense t hat  t hey can see t hrough t he 
eyes of  Huck?.

?The r iver  went  on raising and raising for  t en or  t welve days, t i l l  at  last  i t  was over  t he banks. The 
wat er  was t hree or  four  foot  deep on t he island in t he low  places and on t he Il l inois bot t om . On t hat  side 
it  was a good m any m iles w ide, but  on t he Missour i side it  was t he sam e old dist ance across? a half  a 
m ile? because t he Missour i shore was just  a wall of  h igh bluf fs.?

?Dayt im es we paddled all over  t he island in t he canoe, It  was m ight y cool and shady in t he deep woods, 
even if  t he sun was blazing out side. We went  w inding in and out  am ongst  t he t rees, and som et im es t he 
vines hung so t h ick  we had t o back  away and go som e ot her  way. Well, on every old broken-down t ree you 
could see rabbit s and HUCKLEBERRY FINN 51 snakes and such t h ings; and when t he island had been 
over f lowed a day or  t wo t hey got  so t am e, on account  of  being hungry, t hat  you could paddle r ight  up and 
put  your  hand on t hem  if  you want ed t o; but  not  t he snakes and t ur t les? t hey would sl ide of f  in t he 
wat er . The r idge our  cavern was in was fu ll of  t hem . We could a had pet s enough if  we?d want ed t hem .?



Elem ent #3 - Com m as and 
Dialogue st ruct ure

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

The aut hor  is using com m as and sent ences t o im it at e casual 
speech. Mark  Twain m akes t he use of  ?run on sent ences? in dialogue 
t o creat e a m ore realist ic pat t ern of  speech. Mark  Twain uses com m as 
t o creat e t he pauses in speech. 

This fur t her  im proves t he m ent al im age t hat  t he book  gives you. 
When we t alk  t o ot her  people, we t end t o speak  in long sent ences, not  
t he way we wr it e dialogue in t oday?s w r it ing. It  helps t he reader  creat e 
a bet t er  im age of  individual charact ers as t hey speak . 

This helps t he reader  fur t her  connect  t o t he st ory and t he set t ing 
due t o t he way Mark  Twain?s at t em pt  t o aut hent icat e t he speech of  
t he charact ers conversat ions. The change in dialogue can help t he 
reader  infer  t he relat ionships bet ween charact ers, whet her  it  be a 
form al conversat ion or  a conversat ion bet ween f r iends l ike 
Huck leber ry and Tom  Sawyer .

?The place where he keeps his w ives. Don?t  you know about  t he harem ? Solom on had one; he had 
about  a m il l ion w ives.?

     ?Why, yes, dat ?s so; I? I?d done forgot  it . A harem ?s a bo?d?n-house, I reck?n. Mos? l ikely dey has racket y 
t im es in de nussery. En I reck?n de w ives quar rels considable; en dat  ?crease de racket . Yit  dey say 
Sollerm un de w ises? m an dat  ever  l ive?. I doan? t ake no st ock  in dat . Bekase why: would a w ise m an want  t o 
l ive in de m ids? er  sich a blim -blam m in? all de t im e? No? ?deed he wouldn?t . A w ise m an ?ud t ake en buil? a 
biler -fact ry; en den he could shet  down de biler -fact ry when he want  t o res?.?
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My em ulat ion: Bor ing Ol' Day
The school t hat  m ornin? was quiet . The ot her  k ids inside were l ike t he m ice in Mawm aw ?s 
at t ic, t oo si lent  t o hear , t oo fast  t o see, but  t heir  presence could be felt . I was accom panied 
by t he cold ol? w ind. It ?s icy t ouch sent  t he shives? down m ah backside m ak ing Ma?s f r idge 
feel l ike t he warm  shower . I m ade m y way t o t he safet y of  t he school. There was t he usual 
crowd of  Freshm en,t he t oo ear ly for  school, t he t oo silent , and t he t oo shy t o m ake 
conversat ion.

  ?G?m ornin??, I said robot ically.?How ?s your  m orning so far??

  ?I?m  f ine, how ?s goin? for  you?? t he wom an at  t he f ront  desk  said.

   This was t he usual m orning rout ine; I?d walk  int o t he building, say hello t o everyone and if  
I was lucky enough I?d have a good ?nough break fast  wait in? for  m e.

  ?Hey Mor t ,? I heard a voice say. In at  t he Lunch l ine t here st ood t he giant  of  a boy Ger ry. 
?Whaddup Mor t .?

  ?Hey Ger ry, how ?s t he m ornin? been t reat in? you,? I t r ied m y hardest  t o say. ?It ?s way t oo 
ear ly for  school m an, when I t el l  you it ?s ear ly, I m ean roost ers wouldn?t  be crazy ?nough t o 
be screechin?. Naw, I just  don?t  t h ink  t h is is even healt hy for  us, t hese eyes ain?t  gonna st ay 
pret t y forever  now. Might  just  be i l legal in som e places t o not  have old eight  hours of  
sleep.? 

   ?Well you know t hat  you could die f rom  t hat  st uf f , t hat ?s got t a be t he craziest  t h ing I?ve 
?eva seen m an.? Ger ry said l ike he was preaching. ?Like is t h is school here t o of f  us f rom  t he 
m ost  unot icable t h ing in t he wor ld, Yo I wonder  how  m any people are dyin? f rom  t hat  
t hough,? Ger ry said as we walked up t he st airs.

  ?I?ve heard ?a som e k ids dyin? f rom  it , lack  of  sleep an? all,? I st at ed l ike t h is was a cam pf ire 
st ory t im e.

  ?Why you lying m an no t hey didn?t ,? Ger ry said as t he argum ent  of  t he day had begun.

   This t ook  up m ost  of  t he day t o set t le but  at  least  t here was som et hing t hat  kept  us 
occupied dur ing t he day. Well i f  i t  weren?t  for  dat  t here dilem a, well m y st ory m ight ?a been 
about  som e bor in? ?ol day at  school.



Annot at ions

?G?m ornin??, I said robot ically.?How ?s your  m orning so far??

  ?I?m  f ine, how ?s goin? for  you?? t he wom an at  t he f ront  desk  said.

   This was t he usual m orning rout ine; I?d walk  int o t he building, say 
hello t o everyone and if  I was lucky enough I?d have a good ?nough 
break fast  wait in? for  m e.

  ?Hey Mor t ,? I heard a voice say. In at  t he Lunch l ine t here st ood t he 
giant  of  a boy Ger ry. ?Whaddup Mor t .?

This shows t he slang st yle t hat  is used in Huck leber ry Finn. This was 
used t o im m it at e t he sound of  a real conversat ion bet ween k ids.

?The school t hat  m ornin? was quiet . The ot her  k ids inside were l ike 
t he m ice in Mawm aw ?s at t ic, t oo si lent  t o hear , t oo fast  t o see but  
t heir  presence could be felt . I was accom panied by t he cold ol? w ind. It  
icy t ouch sent  t he shives? down m ah backside m ak ing Ma?s f r idge feel 
l ike t he warm  shower .? 

This shows t he ef f icient  and creat ive way t o descr ibe t h ings. The 
m ouse descr ipt ion probably easily descr ibes; sound, sight  and feeling.

?Hey Ger ry, how ?s t he m ornin? been t reat in? you,? I t r ied m y 
hardest  t o say. ?It ?s way t o ear ly for  school m an, when I t el l  you it ?s 
ear ly, I m ean roost ers wouldn?t  be crazy ?nough t o be screechin?. Naw, 
I just  don?t  t h ink  t h is is even healt hy for  us, t hese eyes ain?t  gonna 
st ay pret t y forever  now. Might  just  be i l legal in som e places t o not  
have old eight  hours of  sleep.? 
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