
  Em ulat ion Handbook  

Book Title /  Author TItle

The Hit chhiker ?s Guide t o The Galaxy is about  Ford Per fect  and Ar t hur  
Dent  who escape t he dest ruct ion of  Ear t h by hit chhik ing on an alien 
spaceship. Ford is an alien who got  st uck  on Ear t h af t er  he went  t here 
t o w r it e an ar t icle about  it .  Ar t hur  is a hum an who has never  seen any 
planet  ot her  t han Ear t h.  Shor t ly af t er  escaping Ear t h, t he charact ers 
f ind t hem selves st randed in space, where t hey get  picked up by Ford's 
half  cousin in his st olen spaceship.  Toget her  t hey f ly t o Magrat hea, a 
planet  t hought  t o be abandoned, where t hey f ind out  t he surpr ising 
t rut h about  Ear t h.  



 Com ponent  #1 Cont ext  

The aut hor  is refer r ing t o a 
book  w it h in his book  t o give 
t he reader  a bet t er  
underst anding int o t h ings t hat  
don?t  exist  or  exist  in a 
dif ferent  cont ext  t han t he 
reader  is used t o.  

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

This is im por t ant  t o t he book  
overall because it  not  only helps 
t he reader  underst and, it  helps t he 
reader  connect  w it h t he charact ers 
m ore. Aut hor  has never  lef t  Ear t h 
so he doesn't  know anyt hing about  
t raveling in space. When using t he 
book  w it h in a book  elem ent , t he 
reader  is learning along w it h 
Ar t hur  about  t echnology, words, 
planet s, and species t hat  he, and 
t he reader , are not  fam il iar  w it h.  

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

It  al lows t he reader  t o em pat hize w it h t he charact ers.  For  inst ance, in t he quot e 
about  t he Babel Fish, Ar t hur , as well as t he reader ,  have no idea what  a Babel Fish 
is and what  it  does. The reader  can relat e t o how  Ar t hur  m ust  have been feeling- 

scared, confused, anxious-pr ior  t o learning about  t he Babel Fish in t he book  w it h in 
t he book .  The reader  can also share t he sense of  relief  t hat  Ar t hur  felt  when 

learning t hat  t he Babel Fish is harm less. 

?Here?s what  t he Encyclopedia Galact ica has t o say 
about  alcohol. It  says t hat  alcohol is a color less volat i le 
l iquid form ed by t he ferm ent at ion of  sugars and also 
not es it s int oxicat ing ef fect  on cer t ain carbon based l i fe 
form s.? 

?The Hit chhiker ?s Guide t o t he Galaxy has a few  t hings 
t o say about  t owels. A t owel, i t  says, is about  t he m ost  
m assively useful t h ing t hat  an int erst ellar  h it chhiker  
can have.?  

"?The Babel Fish,? said The Hit chhiker ?s Guide t o t he 
Galaxy quiet ly, ?is sm all, yellow  and leech-l ike, and 
probably t he oddest  t h ing in t he Universe.  It  feeds on 
brainwave energy received not  f rom  it ?s own car r ier  but  
f rom  t hose around it .  It  absorbs all unconscious m ent al 
f requencies f rom  t his brainwave energy t o nour ish it self  
w it h.  It  t hen excret es int o t he m ind of  i t s car r ier  a 
t elepat hic m at r ix form ed by com bining t he 
subconscious t hought  f requencies w it h  nerve signals 
picked up f rom  t he speech cent ers of  t he brain which 
has supplied t hem .?? (page 58 t o 59)



[Com ponent  #2 hum or ]

The elem ent  t he aut hor  uses 
t hroughout  t he book  is  hum or  
t o m ask  t he dark  plot . 
Som et im es he uses sarcasm  
and ot her  t im es he uses 
sil l iness.  No m at t er  what  t ype 
of  hum or  t he aut hor  uses, it  is 
always delivered in a very dry 
m anner .
hor does this is when... 

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

The st ory has a pr im ary and 
secondary plot .  The pr im ary 
plot  involves t he oblit erat ion 
of  Ear t h and t he m ain 
charact er , Ar t hur  Dent , dealing 
w it h his new  realit y.  This plot  
l ine, by it self , would be t oo 
dark  t o really enjoy.  The 
hum or  allows t he reader  t o 
forget  about  t he hor ror  and 
deat h t hat  occur red, and 
inst ead focus on t he journey 
ahead.  The plot  about  t he 
journey t hrough space is fu l l  of  
hum or  and com pels t he reader  
t o cont inue.         

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
This elem ent  af fect s t he reader  by allow ing him  t o 
laugh in t he face of  t er ror .  The reader  knows t hat  
m il l ions of  people died when Ear t h was dest royed, 
and yet  t he hum or  provides enough of  a 
dist ract ion t o not  focus on t he doom  and gloom . 
 On t he ot her  hand, it ?s not  a st raight  com edy, 
eit her .  Com edies usually lack  dept h and 
t hought fu lness.  The elem ent  of  hum or  t he 
aut hor  uses m akes t he book  a per fect  
com binat ion of  hor ror  and com edy.  

??All r ight ,? said t he com put er , and set t led int o 
si lence again.  The t wo m en f idget ed.  The t ension 
was unbearable.

?You?re really not  going t o l ike it ,? observed Deep 
Thought .

?Tell us!?

?All r ight ,? said Deep Thought . ?The answer  t o t he 
great  quest ion? ? 

?Yes? !?

?Of l i fe, t he universe and everyt hing ? ?  said Deep 
Thought . 

?Yes? !? 

?is? ? said Deep Thought , and paused.  

?Yes? !? 

?is? ? 

?Yes? !!!...?? ?For t y-t wo,?  said Deep t hought , w it h 
inf in it e m ajest y and calm .?  (pages 180 and 181) 



Com ponent  #3 Made up Words ]

The elem ent  t he aut hor  uses 
w it h in his sent ences is t o 
invent  words, or  use com m on 
words in a com plet ely or iginal 
way. The words usually give a 
hint  at  t heir  m eaning.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

It  is im por t ant  t o t he book  
because t he st ory would be t oo 
t echnical and com plicat ed 
w it hout  t he words.  He?s able 
t o explain really com plex 
t echnology and ideas w it hout  
an explanat ion t hat  would be 
bor ing. 

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
This is im por t ant  t o t he reader   because it  m akes it  a lot  easier  t o underst and t he st ory. 
 By using words t hat  h int  at  t he act ual m eaning, it  al lows t he reader  t o read f luent ly, and 
not  have t o refer  back  t o com plicat ed explanat ions.  An exam ple of  t h is is ?Mat t er  
Transference Beam s.? It ?s a pret t y abst ract  idea, and a m ade-up word, but  it  is easy t o 
underst and and rem em ber .  Using t h is elem ent  also creat es a fun challenge for  t he 
reader .  The reader  can m ake a gam e of  t rying t o guess what  t he words m ean before t he 
aut hor  t el ls you.

?Babel Fish?

?The inf in it e im probabil i t y dr ive?

?Door ?

?Mat t er  Transference Beam s??Phot on Dr ive?



My em ulat ion: [Space Travel]

Jesse had been excit ed for  t h is her  ent ire l i fe. It  had been her  dream  since she could 
t alk .  Now  she  was st rapping  in, check ing on t he Hydrogen dr ive one m ore t im e, as 
it  said she should do in t he  ?Space Travel for  Dum m ies? t hat  she was holding in her  
hands. She opened it  up t o t he page about  Oxygen t anks, wonder ing if  t he t ank  was 
m ak ing t hat  quiet  h issing sound she kept  hear ing.  The f irst  l ine of  t he chapt er  was 
a slap in t he face.  It  read, ?If  you are reading t h is chapt er , i t  m eans t hat  Ear t h is 
doom ed.? She bravely cont inued reading.  ?It  is im perat ive t hat  you t ake care of  
your  Oxygen t ank .  Your   l i fe depends on it .? 

 Know ing t hat  t h is explorat ion was t he last  hope for  Ear t h, because our  planet ?s 
resources had been com plet ely deplet ed, she didn?t  need t he st ress of  t he book  
t ell ing her  t o be careful.  ?Oh great ,? she sarcast ically said, as t he book  fell, bounced 
and landed on t he t he nearby spaceship, as it  laid t here helplessly. She knew t hat  
her  only hope was t o leap t o t he ot her  spaceship. She closed her  eyes, count ed t o 
t hree and jum ped.  She expect ed t o feel and hear  t he hard t hud of  her  boot s landing 
on t he ship?s diam ondonic plat ing. Inst ead, she felt  herself  f loat ing.  She inst ant ly 
realised she was in space?  hopelessly dr if t ing...wonder ing about  what  she would 
see. ?At  least  m y Oxygen t ank  is okay,? she t hought  t o herself .  Suddenly, she felt  an 
uncont rollable urge t o m ake a shadow puppet  of  an iTweet .  It  was one of  her  
favor it e birds grow ing up.  She l iked t he way t hey?d dig t heir  heads int o a pile of  
leaves, leaving t heir  but t s out .  Their  back-sides have a m ark ing t hat  looks l ike a big 
eye, so when t hey?re bur ied, it  looks l ike a big eye is w ink ing at  you.  She chuck led t o 
herself , realizing for  t he f ir st  t im e t hat  it  was probably how  t he iTweet  got  it s nam e. 
She cont inued t o dr if t , pret ending she was f lying, waving her  arm s and and legs l ike 
an iTweet   She heard a hiss and t urned around just  as a   Meow-Meow pounced on 
her .  The double-headed, f lying cat s loved t o prey on iTweet s and m ust  have 
m ist aken her  for  one.  The Meow-Meow quick ly realized it s m ist ake, and f led t o join 
t he ot her  Meow-Meows in t he dist ance.  They danced around t he sky, bobbing t heir  
heads and f lapping t heir  w ings in a synchronised fashion.  It  rem inded Jesse of  a 
dance t hat  was popular  in t he 2090s, when she was a l i t t le gir l. She decided she 
want ed t o join t hem  in t heir  Choom o dance, and dr if t ed t oward t hem .  As she 
neared t hem , t he hissing got  louder  and louder .  She joyously danced in unison w it h 
t he Meows-Meows, dancing t he Choom o for  t he f ir st  t im e since she was about  t en. 
 The hissing becam e deafening.  And t hen t heir  was silence.



Annot at ion  #1 ]
The f irst  elem ent  I used was t he book  w it h in a book  st rat egy.  By having t he 
m ain charact er , Jesse, read f rom  ?Space Travel for  Dum m ies,? I inst ant ly 
m ake it  clear  for  t he reader  t hat  t he st ory is set  in space, som et im e in t he 
fut ure.  The ef fect  I hope t h is elem ent  has on t he reader  is t o allow  t he st ory 
t o be easier  t o underst and.  I also hope t h is elem ent  adds hum or  t o t he st ory, 
because t he idea of  t he ?Dum m y? books st i l l  being around in t he 
t went y-second cent ury is m eant  t o be funny.

Annot at ion  #3 ]

Annot at ion  #2 ]
The second elem ent  I used is t o use hum or  t o m ask  t he dark  nat ure of  t he 
st ory. In t he st ory, t he charact er  is Ear t h's last  hope, and she is slow ing dying 
f rom  suf focat ion, but  doesn?t  realize it .  The st ory uses sil ly act ions and 
anim als t o dist ract  t he reader  f rom  t he fact  t hat  t hese hor r ible t h ings are 
happening.  This allows t he reader  t o have a l ight  hear t ed st ory, or  dig a l i t t le 
deeper  and see t he t rue m eaning.     

The last  elem ent  I used is m ade-up nam es and words. Like Douglas Adam s, I 
t r ied t o use words t hat  m ight  give t he reader  a hint  about  it s m eaning. This 
im pact s t he st ory t rem endously because, even t hough t he words are 
r idiculous, t hey are easy t o rem em ber .  This m eans t he reader  does not  need 
t o go back  t o reread t he explanat ion.  It  also m akes it  fun for  t he reader  t o 
guess what  t he word m ight  m ean before it  is def ined.



About  The Aut hors

Douglas Adam s is an English aut hor  m ost  known for  w r it ing ?The 
Hit chhikers Guide t o The Galaxy.?  He also w rot e count less ot her  
books, including ?The Life, t he Universe and Everyt hing? and ?The 
Rest aurant  at  The End of  t he Universe.?  He also had a lot  of  success 
w r it ing for  t elevision, work ing on episodes for  Doct or  Who and ot her  
shows, before event ually ret urning back  t o novels.  He died in 2001.

Chloe Har t  is a sophom ore in highschool who goes t o Science 
Leadership Academ y.  She has always enjoyed reading.  Her  favor it e 
genre is dyst opian societ y books, such as ?The Giver ? and ?The Hunger  
Gam es.? Chloe believes t he m ost  im por t ant  par t  of  a book  is it s 
charact ers.  
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