
Emulating H.P. Lovecraft   



Lovecraf t 's Novel

Am brose Dewar t  is handed down an est at e 
in Massachuset t s, w it h l i t t le t old t o him  as 
t o t he im por t ance of  i t . He begins t o 
invest igat e t he past  of  t he building and his 
fam ily t o f ind t hat  t here is a l ist  of  
inst ruct ions set  for  t hose who inher it  t he 
building. Am ong t hose ?Do not  invit e he 
who lurks at  t he t hreshold.?

This book is commonly mistaken for being writ ten by 
the famed "H.P. Lovecraft ", but  in actuality only about  
1,200 words are writ ten by Lovecraft  himself. The rest  
of the book is writ ten by his fr iend and publisher 
"August  Derleth". This has led many who have 
purchased the book to feel as if they had been cheated, 
as his writ ing is not  at  all sim ilar to Lovecraft 's. With all 
of that  said, the story is as such - 



The author titles 
each chapter in the 
format of someone 
and their 
possession.  

Your  Chapt ers' Tit les

Exam ples:

Pg. 5 - Bil l ingt on?s Wood

Pg. 75 - Manuscr ipt  of  
St ephen Bat es

Pg. 149 - Nar rat ive of  
Winf ield Phil l ips

Why: 

This elem ent  m akes every chapt er  very 
cent ralized, creat ing a larger  focus on t he 
charact er  and t he at m osphere in t he m om ent . 
It  also im m ediat ely t el ls t he reader  not  only 
who t he m ain charact er  is, but  also what  t he 
m ain t hem e of  t he chapt er  is.

This elem ent  invokes a feeling of  cur iosit y in 
t he reader , let t ing only t he slight est  bit  of  
inform at ion about  t he chapt er  reach t hem , 
while st i l l  giving enough inform at ion t o m ake 
it  seem  as if  t here is som et hing t hat  t he 
reader  m ust  know in t he chapt er .



Def in it ion:

There are only 3 
chapt ers, as few  as 
possible, each 
follow ing a 
dif ferent  person. 

Why:

Hor ror  books have an inherent  inclinat ion t o put  
em phasis on t he at m osphere, as it ?s build-up which 
sells t he st ory. When you include very few  chapt ers, 
t he reader  is allowed t o exper ience t he st ory w it hout  
any sor t  of  pauses, and m ay becom e t ru ly soaked up 
in t he wor ld creat ed.

The elem ent  does not  m ake t he reader  feel anyt hing 
necessar i ly, but  inst ead does not  h inder  t hem  in t heir  
exper iencing of  t he rest  of  t he book . This elem ent  
m erely com plem ent s t he rest  of  t he book .

Your Story's Minimal Chapters:

The examples are 
the same as the last  
slide, they are 
simply the t it les.



The Charact er 's Dialogue

Exam ples:

Quot e of  descr ipt ion: He m ade 
his way up a weed-grown pat h, 
walk ing ginger ly over  a low  
porch, m uch worn and 
weat hered, and knocked on t he 
door , f i l led w it h m isgivings, for  
t he place wore such an air  of  
deser t ion t hat  it  did not  seem  
t hat  anyone could be l iving in it .

Quot e of  dialogue: ?Yew m ay 
well ask . I know not hing but  
what  was handed down f rom  m y 
folks. Ali jah knew m ore?n m or t al 
m an.?

There is t ypically l i t t le 
dialogue. Usually none, 
but  30%-50% on a page 
when t here is. Eit her  in 
sm all f ragm ent s or  fu l l  
paragraphs - not hing 
inbet ween. 

Why: As t h is is a hor ror  
book , it  is im por t ant  t o 
set  up your  set t ing very 
well, as t o creat e an 
at m osphere. 
Oversat urat ing your  
st ory w it h dialogue m ay 
lead t o a slow  st ory, a 
less scary st ory, and 
som et hing dull. What  is 
int erest ing about  hor ror  
st or ies is not  t he 
charact ers necessar i ly, 
but  t he at m osphere.

This m akes t he reader  feel as 
if  t he wor ld is a bit  em pt y, 
but  as if  al l  people in t he 
universe are creepy and 
eldr it ch-cent r ic. It  leaves 
m yst ery as t o what  each 
charact er  is l ike, and t he 
reader  is lef t  w it h only a 
physical descr ipt ion and 
som e exposit ion. 



"Lew is Muir 's  Hom et own

Lew is had not  been t o his hom et own in over  a 
decade. He had long since forgot t en about  l i fe t here 
and how sim ple it  was. He was l iving in t he big cit y 
now , and never  had even a m om ent  t o rest  w it h 
peace and quiet . Cars whizzing by, f i l l ing t he air  w it h 
t he sounds of  honks m ixed w it h t he sm ell of  pet rol. 
Quit e unpleasant , but  it  was som et hing he had t o put  
up w it h if  he want ed t o keep his job. His com pany had 
m oved him  t o London.

Author 
Emulat ion:



Skills used:

Tit ling:

The title of the story is "Lewis Muir 's 
Hometown". This is the only tit le of the 
story - no chapters separating small bits, 
and it is tit led as such so that it 
mentions the protagonist and his 
possession. 

Dialogue:

There is no dialogue in the story, 
attempting to  put as litt le dialogue as 
was necessary in. This adds to the 
atmosphere.


