
Em ulat ion Handbook

The Absolut ely True Diary of  a Par t -Tim e Indian  /   Sherman Alexie

The Absolut ely True Diary of  a Par t -Tim e Indian is a book  
about  t he Aut hor 's ear ly l i fe. The st ory t alks about  h is 
disabil i t ies and how in his reservat ion he was bull ied for  t hem . 
He t hen asks his parent s if  he could go t o an all whit e school t o 
t ry and f ind som e ??hope?? and a way t o escape his poor  
reservat ion. When he goes t here, i t ?s com plet ely dif ferent  f rom  
his old school on t he reservat ion. The rest  of  t he book  t alks 
about  h is l i fe and his exper ience t here.

by Ivan Lopez JR



[ Nar rat ion ]

Sherm an's st yle of  
nar rat ion is m ore l ike he?s 
t alk ing t o us, t he reader , 
t o m ake a bet t er  
connect ion.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

It ?s t o show t hat  he is 
bull ied because of  h is 
disabil i t ies and so lat er , 
when Sherm an's being 
beat en up by som e Indian 
t eenagers, you know why.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
It  m akes t he reader  feel t he sam e as t he w r it er  because t here are 

people t hat  get  bull ied just  l ike him  for  t he sam e reasons in t heir  
neighborhoods and schools. They m ight  not  have som eone t o 
sym pat hize w it h besides t heir  parent s. So it ?s nice he t alks about  t hat  t o 
m ake t he reader  feel m ore connect ed.  

Page. 4

??Do you know what  
happens t o ret ards on t he 
rez?

We get  beat  up.

At  least  once a m ont h.

Yep, I belong t o t he 
Black-Eye-of -t he-Mont h 
Club.??



[ Wr it ing ]

He adds com edy t o m ake a 
sad subject  enjoyable. To m ake 
a sad m om ent  have at  least  
som et hing nice and not  just  see 
t or t ure.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

To t ell t he reader  he?s not  
af raid t o open up and t ell som e 
personal t h ings. Like how (on 
page. 4) he's okay w it h call ing 
him self  a ??ret ard?? and adm it  he 
is a l i t t le bit  ret arded.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

It  m akes us, t he reader , know t hat  he is not  af raid of  t el l ing t he t rut h 
about  h is l i fe and t he t h ings he t h inks and does. He want s t o really t el l  t he 
reader  t hat  he want s t o t el l  h is st ory t o us and not  hold back  . But , at  t he 
sam e t im e, m ake it  funny so it 's not  so bad. 

Page. 3

??First  of  al l , I had seizures. At  least  t wo 
a week. So I was dam aging m y brain on 
a regular  basis. But  t he t h ing is, I was 
having t hose seizures because I already 
had brain dam age, so I was reopening 
wounds each t im e I seized.

Yep, whenever  I had a seizure, I was 
dam aging m y dam age.??



[ Feeling ]

The way he 
st ruct ures t he sent ences 
show how he felt  in t he 
m om ent  and t he word 
??gagged?? was really what  
gave of f  what  should be 
felt  when reading t h is 
sent ence.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

The Indian 
Reservat ion has given him  
not hing but  a hard l i fe and 
being bull ied for  h is 
disabil i t y. It ?s also 
dest royed his parent s' 
chances of  get t ing t heir  
dream s.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

He?s t ell ing us, t he readers, t hat  t here's never  enough t im e t o change 
what  you do in your  l i fe. Not  enough t im e t o chase af t er  your  dream s or  
even m ake one t o begin w it h. All we can do is just  accept  our  places and our  
l im it at ions.

Page. 40

??She could st i l l  w r it e a 
book ,?? I said. ??There?s 
always t im e t o change your  
l i fe.??

I alm ost  gagged when I said 
t hat . I didn?t  even believe 
t hat . There?s never  enough 
t im e t o change your  l i fe. You 
don?t  get  t o change your  l i fe, 
per iod. Shit , m aybe I was 
t rying t o w r it e a rom ance 
novel.



My Em ulat ion: [ Too sensit ive ]
Bom bs are scary, so m any w ires and 

glow ing l ight s. If  you're not  careful, you could 
cause a m assive explosion t hat  hur t s or  k i l ls 
lot s of  people. Now, alm ost  everyone one is a 
bom b and if  you say one t h ing t hey don?t  l ike, 
you've t r iggered t hem . I know t hat  som et hing 
could set  som eone of f  i f  you say som et hing 
of fensive and say it  l ike it ?s no big deal. But , 
t hen t here's get t ing of fended by som eone 
saying alm ost  anyt hing and t ak ing it  as a 
t hreat .

I?m  one t o adm it  I laugh at  som e pret t y 
dark  and m essed up jokes, even ones t hat  
poke fun at  m y religion and race. That 's 
because I can t ake a joke and see it ?s not  
really t rying t o be ser ious, it ?s just  m ak ing a 
joke and t hat ?s it . Like how Chr ist ians are 
easy t o get  angry t he second t hey see an 
At heist  or  som eone who isn?t  a 100% down t o 
just  fol low  every rule in t he bible. But , when I 
hear  people l ike t h is,

?? OH, so you don?t  l ike t hat  t here are fem ale 
leads in m odern day m ovies? YOUR A WHITE 
MALE SEXIST AND YOUR RACIEST. ??

They don?t  even give you a chance t o 
speak . They MIGHT let  you speak  your  par t , 
but  even t hen t hey won?t  accept  your  OWN 
opinion. It  really leaves m e breat hless as t o 
how we got  t o t h is point , where did people 
l ike t h is is even com e f rom ? This leads m e t o 
believe t hat  people of  t he older  days should 
drop som e ?? food for  t hought  ?? t o t he people 
of  t oday.

We should help by put t ing som e sanit y 
back  int o t he wor ld by work ing each ot her  
up, not  down. I just  f ind it  funny how so 
m any people can?t  accept  ot her  people's 
opinions and always l ike t o play t he ?? vict im  
card ??. Let ?s m ake t he wor ld r ight  and fair  
not  for  one race/gender , but  for  all.

Annot at ions #1

I want ed t o express 
how shocked and awe I feel 
when I see st uf f  l ike t hat . I 
hope t hat  it  m akes t he read 
laugh or  f ind it  som ewhat  
funny and get  a k ick  out  of  
i t .

Annot at ions #2

It ?s t oo let  t he reader  
know I?m  like m any ot her  
people who don?t  of fended 
t hat  easy and know what 's 
funny and what  ser ious. I?m  
hoping t hat  t hey 
underst and what  I was 
t rying t o say t here.

Annot at ions #3

It ?s t o say t hat  we need 
t o br ing back  t he idea of  
t h ink ing for  yourself  and 
being a hum an being and 
not  t hrow  a t ant rum  when 
som eone doesn't  agree w it h 
you. They underst and and 
t ry t o express in a way what  
I?m  t rying t o do.



About  The Aut hors

Sherm an Alexie is a very down to Earth type of person. 
He doesn't try to make himself look big and cool. He just 
writes his stuff and has fun with the things he loves to do. His 
out look on life is very interesting and the way he writes his 
books, movies or anything really is a way people should try to 
have their stuff to feel like. His life on his reservation is very 
sad, yet inspiring to know he grew up from that harsh 
environment. He someone that people should try to be like or 
try to use his style of comedy

Ivan Lopez JR is someone who just likes to have fun 
and laugh. I go to Science Leadership Academy (SLA) and I 
love English and biochemistry. I want to be a writer or game 
maker, or if I think I can do it, I would like to be a comic 
book writer. I want to make entertainment because I like 
making stories that are interesting and fun. I like books like 
marvel and DC for their charcaters and their endless fun 
and creativity. I just want to aim high and feel like if I can 
succeed at that, then theres nothing on Heaven or Earth 
that can stop me.     


