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The Hate U Give /  Angie Thomas 

 Starr Carter, a sixteen year old girl, living in Garden Heights has witnessed her best friend get shot by a 

police officer. Starr, is black and lives in a black community with many bad influences. Although she has a 

bad environment, her school is in a more white community, she has to live a double life so that she isn?t 

stereotyped as a wild black girl. There is now a trial and she has to speak on her behalf. Starr is under a lot 

of pressure because it is dangerous to speak to police as well as let your community down.



Reliable Narrator
The au thor , An gi e Thom as,  i s gi v i n g the 
r eader  the i n n er  thoughts of  the m ai n  
char acter . The n ar r ator  has to hol d  on  tw o 
faces based  on  her  com m un i ty  she i s i n  at   
school . Th i s al so m ak es her  r el i abl e because 
the r eader  can  ei ther  r el ate or  have an  
un der stan d i n g abou t  w hat  Star r , the m ai n  
char acter , i s goi n g th r ough on  a dai l y  basi s. 
The r el i abi l i ty  gi ves the r eader  the abi l i ty  to 
tak e i n  m or e i n for m at i on  an d  obtai n  the 
per spect i ve of  the n ar r ator , as i f  they w er e 
the on e exper i en ci n g the p l ot  for  them sel ves.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 
Thi s i s i m por tan t  to the book  because the w hol e 
t i m e the r eader  i s r ead i n g, they ar e get t i n g 
n oth i n g bu t  r aw  detai l , feel i n gs, an d  thoughts. 
Th i s i s al so i m por tan t  to the book  because i t  
k eeps an  en gagi n g pr ocess of  tel l i n g a stor y. 
In stead  of  hav i n g to quest i on  the p l ot , i t  
n ar r ated  for  the r eader  by som eon e w ho had  
f i r st  han d  exper i en ce. Star r  k n ow s for  a fact  
that  she has to sw i tch  up her  i m age for  those 
ar oun d  her  an d  i t  can  becom e exhaust i n g to 
k eep these m ask  on  an d  al l  the r eal  h i dden . In  
th i s com m un i ty  of  judgm en tal  peopl e an d  
r aci al  ten si on , Star r  i n  fact , i sn ?t  Star r  at  al l .

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

Thi s i s an  i m pact fu l  el em en t  to the r eader  because the con text  gi ves 
the r eader  a feel i n g or  con n ect i on  to the sw i tches i n  her  behav i or  
depen d i n g on  her  en v i r on m en t . H av i n g the r el i abl e n ar r ator  i s the 
k ey to m om en ts l i k e these. I f  the r eader  has quest i on  or  thoughts 
abou t  the n ar r ator , they w i l l  have an  an sw er  to the quest i on  th r ough 
r ead i n g the thoughts an d  detai l s that  the book  gi ves.

?Wi l l iamson Starr doesn't use slang 

- i f  a rapper w ould say i t, she 

doesn't say i t, even i f  her w hi te 

f riends do. Slang mak es them cool . 

Slang mak es her " hood" . 

Wi l l iamson Starr holds her tongue 

w hen people piss her of f  so nobody 

w i l l  th ink  she's the " angry black  

gi rl " . Wi l l iamson Starr is 

approachable. No stank -eyes, none 

of  that. Wi l l iamson Starr is non 

confrontational . Basical ly, 

Wi l l iamson Starr doesn't give 

anyone a reason to cal l  her ghetto.

I  can't stand mysel f  for doing i t, but 

I  do i t anyw ay.?



Point  of  View

The author  is including real  l i fe exam ples 
and events in  the stor y. These are th ings 
that happen in  r eal  l i fe, th is is som ewhat 
giving the reader  a gl im pse of som ething 
they m ay have not been aware of before. 
Also, th is shares a poin t of view fr om  
som eone who f i r st  hand exper ienced a 
tr agedy That the reader  m ost l ikely has 
not wi tnessed before. The author  puts th is 
whole book  in  Star r?s poin t of view so that 
the  feel ings can com e through to the 
reader  clear ly. The purest em otions a 
person would feel  after  wi tnessing death 

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

Star r  has a com pl icated l i fe of h iding 
behind the scenes so that she won?t be 
attacked by her   com m unity. M any 
people in  her  com m unity are in  gangs 
and are against pol ice in  general . The 
com m unity puts th is al l  on Star r?s 
shoulders when i t  com es to the cour t?s 
verdict on the pol ice off icer. The point of 
view, is a key par t of th is book  because i t  
helps the reader  understand each and 
every feel ing and perspect ive of the 
whole si tuat ion, in  Star r?s eyes.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
Som etim es the reader  m ay not understand 
fu l ly about what i t  is the reader  sees in  their  
perspect ive, but the point of view elem ent helps 
Star r  express her  views. In  the stor y people are 
protest ing, attack ing, and m ourn ing al l  in  one 
big m otion. W hen reading th is stor y, Star r  gives 
each detai l  of her  thought process and her  
m ental  im age. These given detai ls m akes the 
reader  feel  the disappointm ent and struggle 
that Star r  has with in  hersel f..

?I?ve seen i t happen over 

and over again: a black  

person gets k i l led j ust for 

being black , and al l  hel l  

break s loose. I?ve Tw eeted 

RIP hashtags, reblogged 

pictures on Tumblr, and 

signed every peti t ion out 

there. I  alw ays said that i f  I  

saw  i t happen to somebody, I  

w ould have the loudest 

voice, mak ing sure the w orld 

k new  w hat w ent dow n.

Now  I  am that person, and 

I?m too af raid to speak .? 



Sent ence Var iat ion

The author  uses sentence var iat ion to 
address Star r?s feel ings in  th is whole 
book . A lot of the sentences are shor t but 
they h i t  al l  the points that express feel ing 
or  personal  exper ience. Through the 
m edium  to sm al l  sentence, each 
individual  m om ent can be expressed 
strongly with the vocabular y and 
thoughts. The author  is giving the book  a 
lot of context based off of the point of 
view of Star r , as wel l  as giving the reader  
the detai ls.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 
In  th is m om ent in  the book , Star r  expresses the 
core m eaning of th is book . Al l  the m ixed up 
em otions throughout the whole book . Al though 
the paragraph is fair ly shor t, the m eaning is the 
m ost power fu l . Star r  has a m yr iad of th ings on 
her  shoulders everyday. In  th is stor y, her  best 
fr iend has been m urdered by a pol ice off icer , a 
tr ial  st i l l  standing for  a verdict. The reader  is 
given suspense through the whole ent i r e book  
because i t  takes long for  tr ials and what wi l l  be 
said and done. Star r , as witness, is given an 
opt ion to be in  defense and speak  on what 
happened to Khal i l , her  best fr iend.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
W ith these type of sentences i t  bui lds an im age or  
feel ing inside of the reader?s m ind. The reader  can 
alm ost feel  her  anger  and sadness in  her  hear t. As i f  the 
whole scene was r ight in  fr ont of the reader. The type of 
detai ls given are speci f ical ly placed together  to draw 
attent ion to the exact m om ent and how the 
exper iences of Star r  has brought her  to the state of 
m ind she is in  now.

?I  can ?t  br eathe, l i k e I?m  

d r ow n i n g i n  the tear s I  

r efuse to shed . I  w on ?t  gi ve 

On e-Fi f teen  or  h i s father  

the sat i sfact i on  of  cr y i n g. 

Ton i gh t , they shot  m e too, 

m or e than  on ce, an d  k i l l ed  

a par t  of  m e. Un for tun atel y  

for  them , i t?s the par t  that  

fel t  an y hesi tat i on  to abou t  

speak i n g ou t .?



My Em ulat ion: Touch of  Hist ory
As I sat outside, in deep thought, a woman came walking 
towards me. Afar, she looked very familiar. She walked low 
to avoid being seen. She moved quickly, far too fast to 
capture all her details but I was amazed. I had thought it 
was Dana, my heart skipped but I was wrong. This woman 
was different, her hair was long and braided, the skin was a 
smooth caramel, and her voice was softer, elegant.

    ?Hello, ?scuse me sir!?  Her pace began to speed up. ?Sir, 
please have mercy, is you?s one of them slavemasters!??

     I couldn't  m ove, sound wouldn't  escape. I never  beat  
a wom an, m an, or  child. I began t o speak  but  m y t hroat  
quick ly becam e dry. I ran int o t he house. I began t o and 
panic. I paced back  and for t h. I chewed m y nails down 
and rehearsed m any scenar ios. I peered f rom  behind 
t he cur t ain. All I could const ant ly see was Dana, m y lost  
w ife. I paced t o t he door  and wat ched t he wom an, she 
crouched and hid f rom  t raf f ic. There was fear  but  hope 
in her  eyes, I knew t his look  t oo well. Holly stood behind 
me, looking straight ahead. 

     ?I heard her.? Holly reached and searched the air, until 
she lays a cold hand on my cheek. ?What are you panicking 
for? Let the poor girl in.?

     I opened t he door  and called for  her  t o com e in. I did 
not  t el l  t he wom an t hat  Holly was blind. I wat ched t he 
conversat ion, I wondered if  t h is wom an knew what  she 
was get t ing herself  int o. 

?Well my name is Linda,? she looked around the house, ?I 
am looking for a place to stay.? 

     Holly stared, ?There?s room upstairs, what happened to 
your home??

Linda looked at Holly, she could tell that Holly was blind. 
?Thank you ma?am, I been in a hurry to visit my family. See 
my mama is sick, she got tha flu, it?s a mess up there.? 

    Suddenly she stopped speaking. Linda?s eyes traced back 
to me. I knew Linda was lying, her face showed it.

Yellow  Highlight : I was hoping t o 
give t he reader  som e inner  t hought  
and em ot ion f rom  t he nar rat or . My 
f irst  elem ent  is Reliable Nar rat or , 
so t he reader  can see Kevin?s 
honest  t hought  on being asked 
about  being a slave-m ast er . This 
also allows t he reader  t o m ake 
inferences t hat  t he nar rat or  is a 
whit e m ale. The wom an who cam e 
up t o rem inded him  of  h is w ife t hat  
he m isses very m uch, so t h is 
m om ent  was for  t he reader  t o see 
he is very vulnerable.

Green Highlight : Using m y second 
elem ent , Point  of  View , I want ed t o 
com m unicat e t he nar rat or ?s 
exper ience. As Kevin wat ches t he 
t wo wom en converse, I was hoping 
t o express t he nar rat or ?s t hought s 
about  what  t he wom an says. As well 
as how he t h inks of  t he whole 
int eract ion bet ween a black  wom an 
and a whit e wom an.

Blue Highlight : My t h ird elem ent  is 
sent ence var iat ion. I was hoping 
t hat  w it h m y sm aller  sent ences, 
t he reader  would be able t o 
underst and how m uch of  an af fect  
on t he m ain charact er . I want ed 
sm all sent ences t hat  expressed 
each individual t h ing he saw  and 
how t hat  m ade him  t hink  of  Dana, 
h is w ife. I also want ed it  t o im pact  
t he reader  by wonder ing if  he w il l  
now  t reat  her  specially and et c. I 
kept  it  shor t  t o creat e suspense 
about  what  w il l  happen lat er  on.

An n otat i on s



About  The Aut hors

Angie Thom as, aut hor  of  The Hate U 
Give, was inspired by her ow life 
experiences as well as the BLM 
movements. In college, Thomas also 
worked on this book as a way to release 
her anger about the police brutality and 
murder of blacks. Thomas begin writing 
this story in her senior year of college. 
After many experiences of violence as a 
child, in bad areas and drug filled 
streets, Thomas completed a book that 
holds her emotions and shows the 
people reading that violence should not 
be a norm in our lives. Angie Thomas is 
like a teacher in a way.

I  am  Tyah W ar d , a sophom or e studen t  i n  Ph i l adel ph i a. I  at ten d  

Sci en ce Leader sh i p  Academ y. I  spen d  a l ot  of  t i m e w i th  d i f fer en t  

types of  ar ts. W hen  i t  com es to r ead i n g, I  l i k e poet r y an d  

bi ogr aph i es f r om  peopl e w i th  cr azy exper i en ces. I  asp i r e to be a 

pr ofessi on al  photogr apher  an d  ext r act i on  chem i st .  I  l i k e to 

w r i te on  som e occasi on s an d  r ead  on  m y dow n  t i m e. I  w an t  to 

becom e f l uen t  i n  d i f fer en t  l an guages .


