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M aud M ar tha  by 
Gwendolyn Br ooks  

M aud M ar tha i s the m ai n  char acter  of  the book . She i s n ot  
the n ar r ator  of  the stor y. The book  i s m ade up of  v i gn et tes 
abou t  M aud  M ar tha's l i fe, th r ough her  good  t i m es an d  
har dsh i p  of  gr ow i n g up. M aud  faces obstacl es an d  hu r d l es 
i n  ever y v i gn et te

by Cianni  M ack  

Pl ot  Sum m ar y:

"This book is very relatable in 
so many ways 

-Cianni 



Com pon en t  # 1- Poi n t  of  Vi ew

The el em en t  i 'm  focusi n g 
on  i s poi n t  of  v i ew . The poi n t  of  
v i ew  i s w hose per spect i ve w e 
ar e get t i n g the book  f r om . 
H er e Br ook s i s tel l i n g M aud  
M ar tha's l i fe f r om  an  
un i den t i f i ed  per son s 
per spect i ve. Br ook s i s m ak i n g 
an  un bi ased  per spect i ve for  us 
to fu l l y  un der stan d  al l  aspects 
of  the har dsh i ps an d  good  
t i m es M aud  goes th r ough. The 
book  i s bei n g tol d  i n  th i r d  
per son  so ther e i s ?I  , m e or  w e 
? un l ess i t 's d i al ogue.

W hat 's th i s el em en t?

W hy does i t  m at ter ? 
The book  star ts by descr i bi n g 
w hat  M aud  l i k es an d  w hat  
type of  per son  she i s. W e don 't  
k n ow  w ho i s tel l i n g the stor y. 
I t  i s i m por tan t  because w e ar e 
n ot  su r e i f  the n ar r ator  i s 
bei n g as t r u th fu l  as they can  
or  n ot . So the au thor  i s l ead i n g 
the r eader  on  to f i n d  ou t  w ho 
the n ar r ator  i s an d  i f  they ar e 
t r u th fu l

W hat 's the i m pact  on  the r eader ?

Thi s el em en t  m ak es the us th i n k  abou t  i f  the n ar r ator  i s r eal l y  r el i abl e or  n ot . 
As w e con t i n ue to r ead  the book  i t  m ak es the r eader  quest i on  i f  the th i n gs bei n g 
descr i bed  to us ar e r eal l y  t r ue or  n ot . W e k n ow  that  w hoever  i s tel l i n g the stor y 
i s n ot  the m ai n  char acter  an d  w e al so k n ow  that  the n ar r ator  i s n ot  i n  the stor y. 
Bu t  i t  m ak es us cu r i ous on  how  they k n ow  so m uch so w e star t  to m ak e 
assum pt i on s l i k e i s i t  M aud  con sci ous that  i s tel l i n g the stor y.



Com pon en t  # 2-Sen ten ce 
Len gth  

Br ook s uses on l y a few  
sen ten ces i n  the book  per  
par agr aph. I t  k i n d  of  m ak es i t  
l i k e a poem . Br ook s i s usi n g 
shor t  sen ten ces to m ak e her  
poi n t  get  acr oss abou t  w hat  i s 
goi n g on  i n  M aud 's l i fe. The 
shor ter  sen ten ces m ak e i t  
easy to un der stan d  w hat  i s 
goi n g on  w i th  hav i n g ext r a 
un n ecessar y detai l s.

W hat 's th i s el em en t?

W hy does i t  m at ter ? 

Thi s el em en t  i s i m por tan t  
because i t  m ak es r ead i n g an d  
gr asp i n g the pr obl em  at  han d  
i n  M aud  l i fe obv i ous an d  how  
she fel t  abou t  i t . I f  the 
sen ten ces w er e l on ger  i t  
w ou l d  m ak e the r eader s get  
bl i n dsi ded  by th i n gs that  
don 't  r eal l y  m at ter , i t  w ou l d  
m ove the focus on  the detai l s 
an d  n ot  the m ai n  poi n t  at  
han d .

W hat 's the i m pact  on  the r eader ?
Thi s m ak es the r eader  feel  l i k e they ar e aw ar e of  al l  the th i n gs that  ar e 
happen i n g i n  the book . Al so i t  m ak es us th i n k  abou t  w hat  w e w ou l d  do or  how  
w e w ou l d  feel  w hen  w e r ead  abou t  w hat  M aud  i s goi n g th r ough. Th i s el em en t  
m ak es the r eader  r el ate to the book  easi l y. Th i s el em en t  m ak es the r eader  
r el ate to the book  easi l y. I t  m ak es us feel  l i k e w e ar e cl ose w i th  M aud  because 
w e can  cl ear l y  v i sual i ze how  she i s l i k e.



Com pon en t  # 3-Chapter  Or gan i zat i on

The au thor  i s t i t t l i n g the 
chapter s w i th  a coupl e w or ds 
that  have to do w i th  the 
chapter  w i thou t  gi v i n g i t  
aw ay total . Th i s el em en t  i s 
chapter  or gan i zat i on . 
Chapter  or gan i zat i on  focuses 
on  the l en gth  of  chapter s, t i t l e 
of  chapter s , an d  n um ber  of  
chapter s. Gw en dol yn  Br ook s 
chooses speci f i c w or ds that  
r el ate to M aud  M ar tha?s l i fe. 
Al so Br ook s does n ot  
cap i tal i ze an y of  the chapter  
t i t l es.

W hat 's th i s el em en t?

W hy does i t  m at ter ? 
By Br ook s doi n g th i s i t  cr eates 
an  en gagem en t  for  the r eader  
because as w e con t i n ue to 
r ead  an d  go on  the t i t l e w i l l  
star t  to m ak e sen se an d  w e 
w i l l  see w her e i t  com es i n to 
p l ay. For  exam pl e, the chapter  
?l ow  yel l ow ? en ds up bei n g 
abou t  M aud  M ar tha's fu tu r e 
husban d , Pau l  per cept i on  of  
w hat  beau ty i s an d  how  M aud  
does n ot  l ook  an yth i n g l i k e 
the fem al es that  tel l  Pau l  he 
can  do bet ter .

W hat 's the i m pact  on  the r eader ?

Befor e r ead i n g the chapter  i t  m ak es the r eader  cu r i ous because w e don 't  
un der stan d  w hat  the chapter  w i l l  fu l l y  be abou t . By t i m e w e get  to the en d  of  the 
shor t  chapter  w e fu l l y  un der stan d  w hy the chapter  i s the on e or  tw o w or ds i t  i s. 
Because the chapter  doesn 't  gi ve us an y cl ues on  w hat  i t  i s abou t  i t  m ak es us 
w an t  to r ead  i t  to f i n d  ou t .



M y Em u l at i on : ghost  tow n
M on i ca w ok e up hopi n g to 

feel  d i f fer en t . She fel t  the exact  
sam e w hen  she cl osed  her  eyes. I t  
w as a M on day m or n i n g that  she 
w ou l d  for get  by n ext  w eek . Today 
w as M on i ca's 16th  bi r thday. 
M on i ca usual l y  w ak es up to a 
cr y i n g baby,bu t  n ot  today.

I t  w as si l en t ,si l en t  en ough 
she cou l d  hear  a p i n  d r op. She 
fol l ow ed  her  n or m al  r ou t i n e 
w i thou t  an y t r af f i c,i t  w as a ghost  
tow n . H er  m other , br other , an d  
stepfather  al l  w er e gon e. M on i ca 
w on der ed  w her e they cou l d  have 
gon e at  7:30 on  a W edn esday 
m or n i n g. No bi r thday pan cak es 
she al w ays r ecei ved  ever y year ,n o 
obn oxi ous ch i l d r en 's show  
k eepi n g her  baby br other  
d i st r acted . M on i ca star ted  to 
w on der  abou t  the th i n gs that  
cou l d 've happen ed , bu t  then  the 
door  r an g.

W hen  she w en t  to the door  ther e 
w as n o on e ther e. She thought  i t  
w ou l d  be her  fam i l y  t r y i n g to 
su r pr i se her  bu t  i n stead  i t  w as 
f l ow er s,i t  w as tu l i ps. M on i ca w as 
h i gh l y al l er gi c to tu l i ps. The n ote 
i n  the f l ow er s r ead  ?H appy 
Bi r thday, I  k n ow  how  m uch you  
l i k e tu l i ps?. I t  w as n o on e ar oun d , 
M on i ca w as scar ed . H er  fam i l y  
d i sappear ed  an d  som ebody l ef t  
her  f l ow er s, dead l y f l ow er s. 
M on i ca w as goi n g to be l ate so she 
gr abbed  her  bag an d  l ef t .

On  the w ay to school  ever yth i n g 
w as n or m al . The gr oup of  k i ds that  
she seen  on  her  cor n er  w ai t i n g for  
the bus w er e ther e. H er  n ei ghbor  
M r s. Par k er  w as ou tsi de i n  her  
gar den . M on i ca got  to school  
l ook i n g for  her  best  f r i en d , DJ. DJ 
w asn 't  ther e ei ther ,i t  w as un l i k e DJ 
to n ot  com e to school  w i thou t  
tel l i n g M on i ca that  she w ou l dn 't  be 
ther e. M on i ca w as r eal l y  w or r i ed  
n ow . Al l  her  l oved  on es had  
d i sappear ed  on  her  16th  bi r thday!

An n otat i on s:

I  on l y  used  a coupl e sen ten ces 
i n  each par agr aph. I  am  
hopi n g that  the r eader s w i l l  
un der stan d  how  the M on i ca 
feel s by the l i t t l e sen ten ces. 
The ef fect  I  hope to have on  the 
r eader  i s that  they un der stan d  
easi l y  w hat  i s goi n g on  
w i thou t  hav i n g to r ead  
betw een  too m an y detai l  to be 
i n ter ested .

I  used  chapter  or gan i zat i on  by 
t r y i n g to m i sl ead  or  l et  the 
r eader  assum e w hat  m y stor y 
w as abou t  by n am i n g i t  ghost  
tow n . By t i t l i n g m y stor y ghost  
tow n  i t  w i l l  m ak e the r eader s 
m or e i n ter ested  i n  actual l y  
f i n d i n g ou t  w hat  the stor y i s 
abou t  an d  m ak e them  w an t  to 
r ead  i t .

In  the stor y i t  i s n ot  cl ear  w ho 
the n ar r ator  i s. The ef fect  I  am  
hopi n g to have on  the r eader  i s 
that  they w i l l  w an t  to k eep 
r ead i n g to f i n d  ou t  w ho the 
n ar r ator  i s or  m ak i n g 
educated  guesses abou t  w ho 
the per son  i s tel l i n g the stor y 
abou t  M on i ca
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