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Ezra bel ieves that everyone has a tr agedy wait ing 
for  them , and his is that at the end of h is jun ior  
year  of h igh school . H e is in  a car  accident that 
perm anently dam ages his knee, ending h is 
tennis career  and social  l i fe. Now, Ezra m ust 
f igure out who he wants to be, and he f inds that 
out wi th an old fr iend and a new gir l  in  town.
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          P l o t  S e q u e n c e

In this quote, the author is 
explaining the story behind a 
house that Ezra is passing, how it 
played a part when he was 
younger, and didn?t think 
anything of it when it stopped. 
But now it does, because the girl 
he is now friends and involved 
with, Cassidy, lives in this house. 
The author is using organization, 
backstory, and chronological 
order in this quote. By using plot 
sequence, the reader can have a 
clear understanding of the order 
of events.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

This is important to the book 
overall because it is a small detail 
that once mattered, then didn?t, 
and now it does again.This house 
now plays a part into the story 
because it is relevant to another 
major character that affects the 
plot and main character in huge 
ways.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

This element, plot sequence, makes the reader feel satisfied with the new information 
we have just learned. Furthermore, this gives the reader insight into how Ezra and 
Cassidy?s relationship is evolving and how much he keeps thinking about all the 
aspects of her life, including her house. As a result, the use of plot sequence gives the 
reader an understanding as to what is going through Ezra?s mind.

?Her  house was enorm ous, one 

of  t hose Spanish-t i led vi l las 

w it h a four -car  garage, t he 

k ind you?re alm ost  cer t ain is 

t wo houses at t ached, because 

of  t he oversized sym m et ry. I 

rem em bered when t hey?d built  

t h is subdivision, t wo years 

af t er  m ine, and how I?d woken 

up every m orning in t he f if t h 

grade t o t he sound of  t he 

workm en, not  even bot her ing 

t o set  an alarm  af t er  a while. I 

rem em bered t he eer i ly quiet  

Monday m orning when t he 

ham m er ing f inally st opped, 

and how m y m om  had yelled at  

m e for  oversleeping.?



U s e  o f  C o m m a s  i n  
P a r a g r a p h s

In t h is quot e, t he aut hor  uses a 
lot  of  com m as in only t hree 
sent ences t o show how fast  t he 
m ain charact er  is t h ink ing. 
Fur t herm ore, based on t he use of  
com m as we can infer  t hat  t he 
aut hor  want s t o get  a point  across 
in a quick  way, and include a lot  
of  sm all det ails in t he process.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

It  is im por t ant  because it  
shows what  t he m ain 
charact er  is t h ink ing in t h is 
m om ent , and t he com m as 
por t ray and show how m uch 
he is t h ink ing in a fast  pace. 
Fur t herm ore, t he use of  
com m as give t he oppor t unit y 
t o provide a lot  m ore det ail 
int o t he set t ing and what  is 
happening around t he m ain 
charact er .

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

The use of  com m as allows t he reader  t o learn m ore t horough inform at ions about  
what  t he charact ers are going t hrough not  only w it h in t hem , but  around t hem .

?But  I m ade no m ove t oward 

t he lunch l ine. For  one t h ing, I 

had no appet it e, and for  

anot her , I didn?t  t rust  m yself  

t o com e back . But  it  didn?t  

m at t er , since I couldn?t  have 

got t en away if  I?d want ed t o- 

half  t he song squad want ed t o 

give m e hugs, because om igod, 

wasn?t  it  l ike soooo epic t hat  I?d 

won hom ecom ing k ing and 

where had I been dur ing t he 

announcem ent ??



    Sen tence Str ucture
What's this element? 

In t h is book , t hese are som e of  t he longest  paragraph

s you w il l  f ind. They are only t hree t o f ive sent ences, yet  

t hey look  m uch longer . The aut hor  is using m any com m as,

 however , t he aut hor  is also using lot s of  sm all det ails t o

 not  ensure run on sent ences. Fur t herm ore, even t hough

 t he paragraph is shor t , t he aut hor  get s away w it h it

 by using long sent ences w it h m any words com pact ed

 t oget her  in a neat  way.

Why does it matter? 
This is im por t ant  t o t he book  overall because 

t h is sent ence st ruct ure set s t he t one for  how

 t he wr it ing f lows. Is it  a lot  for  t he brain all 

at  once or  is it  m ore easy going. As for  t h is book  and 

t hese sent ences, it  is m ore easy going and f lows 

well, creat ing a well craf t ed order  of  event s in t he plot .

What  is t he im pact  on t he reader? 
The use of  specif ic det ails paint s a pict ure in t he reader ?s m ind of  

t he set t ing and sur roundings of  t he m ain charact er . Because 

t here are m any at t r ibut es t o t he plot  and how it  is const ant ly 

and rapidly m oving, t he use of  com m as m ove along t he st ory in a 

way t hat  f lows well.

?The second round 
post ed, and once 
again, Cassidy 
dar t ed of f  t o 
ret r ieve m y room  
num ber . I guessed 
t hat  she was 
t rying t o be 
helpful, but  it  is a 
l i t t le m uch. I didn?t  
have t he hear t  t o 
t el l  her  t hough. So 
I dut ifu l ly 
accept ed m y 
Post -it  and t rot t ed 
of f  t o debat e one 
of  t he Rancho 
guys, t h is scrawny 
f reshm an w it h a 
Blackber ry cl ipped 
t o his belt , as 
t hough he was 
already running a 
com pany. The 
enem y I t hought , I 
t hought , realizing 
t hat  I was st ar t ing 
t o develop a sense 
of  t eam  loyalt y.?



My Em ulat ion: Audit ion
As I ent ered t he t heat re, I felt  m y st om ach f l ip w it h 
nerves, and I heard m yself  sigh. That  st age t hat  held 
t he great s, Idina Menzel, Bet t e Midler , Carole King. All 
t he st or ies, songs, dances, and laught er  t hat  swept  
t hrough t he st age dur ing and af t er  per form ances.

?Braverm an!? t he m an in t he m iddle of  t he t heat re 
scream ed. Oh no. That  was m y cue.

?Here!? I replied, get t ing his at t ent ion for  a split  
second.

?Up on st age w it h Woodum !? I dropped m y bags ont o 
a random  seat , t hrow ing m y coat  of f  in t he jacket , 
feeling t he rem aining chil l  f rom  t he cold out side New 
York  air . I bounced up ont o t he st age, sizing up t he 
st ranger  t hat  was now m y com pet it ion.

She was roughly a few  inches shor t er  t han m e, but  
you could t el l she didn?t  let  people m ake fun of  her  for  
it . (2) She had a hear t  face, w it h long blonde hair  t hat  
resem bled one of  t hose m ovie m erm aids, and had a 
leat her  jacket  on t hat  looked ancient . However  
ancient  her  look  was, she was now only person 
st anding in t he way of  m e landing t h is role. (1) I 
braced m yself , and t urned m y body t oward t he 
direct or .

?I want  you t wo t o sing som et hing t oget her . A r if f  of f  
i f  you w il l . One of  you can st ar t , cut  each ot her  of f?  
civi l ly of  course. Sing par t s t oget her , solo, got  it ? 
Good. You guys are gonna sing For  Forever  f rom  Dear  
Evan Hansen. Fam iliar  w it h it ?? he said, look ing up at  
us since he st ar t ed speak ing. We bot h looked at  each 
ot her , nodded, prepar ing t o belt  out  t he low  t une.

I breat hed in, t hen out , and began t o sing. I belt ed out  
t he f ir st  few  words, t hen Woodum  int er ject ed. And 
t hen I int er ject ed her . (3) And so on, and so on, unt i l  
we got  t o t he f inal verse. It  cam e, and we were so 
power ful t oget her  t hat  I could feel m y st om ach r ise. 
When we hit  t hat  f inal not e, t he t heat re went  si lent . I 
t urned t o her  and was speechless.

?Great  job gir ls. You?ll hear  f rom  m e w it h in t he week.?

1. I am  using plot  sequence 
by going in chronological 
order  of  event s. The 
im pact  on t he st ory is 
t hat  t he reader  is 
learning what  m y st ory is 
t hrough t he sequence of  
event s.

2. I used elem ent  t wo, use 
of  m any com m as in few  
sent ences by pack ing lot s 
of  det ail int o only a few  
sent ences w it hout  t hem  
becom ing run on 
sent ences

3. From  m y aut hor 's w r it ing 
st yle, I didn?t  m ake m y 
paragraphs very long. I 
split  t hem  up in sm all 
sect ions w it h lot s of  
det ail, using punct uat ion 
t o m ove it  along well and 
f low ingly.
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