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Th e Lo v er ?s  D ic t io na r y  is  a  d es c r ip t io n o f  a  
per s o n?s  r el a t io ns h ip  t o l d  f r o m t h e per s pec t iv e o f  
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d a t es  t o  t h e f ir s t  t ime t h ey  s a id  I  l o v e y o u  t o  
ea c h  o t h er . Th e na r r a t o r  r ema ins  na mel es s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e b o o k  a nd  b u il d s  t h e r el a t io ns h ip .
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Ch a p t er  O r g a niz a t io n; 

In t he sect ion select ed t he aut hor  
descr ibes t he prot agonist 's 
feelings t oward hiat uses. The 
sect ion is a br ief  descr ipt ion of  
how  t he prot agonist  is feeling 
af t er  being cheat ed on. The 
aut hor  is using t he t it le of  t he 
sect ion w it hout  using t he word. ?A 
sm all break? is t he def in it ion of  a 
hiat us and we get  t he 
prot agonist ?s lack  of  belief  in 
h iat uses.

W h a t 's  t h is  el ement ?

W h y  d o es  it  ma t t er ? 

The aut hor  uses t h is unique set  up f  
chapt ers t o descr ibe t he overall t one 
t o each sect ion. Hiat us is called 
hiat us t hen expresses t he 
prot agonist s feeling t oward 
Hiat uses. Each t it le of  a sect ion pulls 
t he m ain idea out  so t he reader  
underst ands each The aut hor  t h is in 
m ult iple sect ions t o give us elem ent s 
of  t he prot agonist 's relat ionship and 
show us how t he relat ionship 
funct ioned. The aut hor  also uses t h is 
t echnique in t he cont ext  of  a 
dict ionary where he def ines t he 
word w it h relat ion t o t he charact er ?s 
relat ionship.

W h a t 's  t h e impa c t  o n t h e r ea d er ?

The elem ent  allows t he reader  t o gain cont ext  and peak  t he reader ?s int erest  before t hey 
st ar t  t he sect ion. Each sect ion st ar t s of f  w it h it s m ain idea which can help t he reader  
want  t o progress forward in t he book . The aut hor  also uses t h is unique way of  organizing 
sect ions t o m ake t he reader  feel l ike t hey?re going t hrough a real dict ionary.

Th e D ef init io n El ement



Na r a t io n; 

In t h is scene, t he aut hor  descr ibes 
t he way t he love int erest  looks 
w it hout  giving away any personal 
inform at ion such as nam e or  race. 
The aut hor  uses t he anonym ous 
m et hod t hroughout  t he book . The 
aut hor  descr ibes int im at e t h ings 
about  som eone's body l ike scars 
and bir t hm arks, t h ings, not  just  
anyone would not ice, w it hout  
giving t he reader  t he charact ers 
ident it ies.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 

The aut hor  uses t h is elem ent  t o m ake 
t he reader  do t he work . The reader  can 
pict ure t he charact ers t hat  t hey want  
t o. By using non-specif ic language t he 
aut hor  has creat ed an environm ent  
where t he reader  could be seeing 
whoever  t hey want  w it h ?acne scars? 
and a ?penny-shaped bir t hm ark .? The 
elem ent  also gives t he reader  t he 
oppor t unit y t o becom e t he charact ers.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?

This elem ent  gives t he reader  an int im at e connect ion w it h t he unnam ed charact ers 
because t hey could be anyone. The charact ers rem aining unnam ed m akes t he aut hor  
creat e a space t hat  allows t he reader  t o m ake t he st ory t heir  own. Which can push t he 
reader  forward in t he book  because t he blank  spaces t he aut hor  doesn?t  f i l l  in t he reader  
does.

t h e 
a no ny mo u s  
el ement  



Sent enc e S t r u c t u r e;

The aut hor  uses com m as 
t hroughout  t he book  t o st r ing 
t oget her  f ragm ent s int o long 
sent ences. In t he scene, I chose 
t he t wo charact ers are caught  
when it  st ar t s t o rain out side 
and t hey decide t o run around 
in t he rain. The aut hor  builds 
upon each pr ior  f ragm ent  
building a scene in a few  
sent ences.

W h a t 's  t h is  el ement ?

W h y  d o es  it  ma t t er ? 

This elem ent  is essent ial t o t he book . 
When you read a dict ionary t he way 
def in it ions are built  is w it h 
f ragm ent s. If  you look  at  t he last  
sent ence in t he exam ple, i t  descr ibes 
what  it ?s l ike t o run in t he rain, t he 
aut hor  has craf t ed a sent ence t hat  
has craf t ed a sent ence w it h 
for t y-t hree words, six com m as, and 
seven f ragm ent s and dependent  
clauses. The elem ent  helps sust ain 
t he feel f  a dict ionary and keep t he 
st ory m oving.

W h a t 's  t h e impa c t  o n t h e r ea d er ?

When t he reader  is going t hrough t he book  since t here are so m any broken down 
sent ences it  forces t he reader  t o st op at  each com m a af t er  a descr ibing word. The aut hor  
has m ade it  so t he reader  hangs on t o everyt hing t hat 's being wr it t en. For  exam ple, when 
t he aut hor  w r it es ?cont inue t o run in t he rain, drenched and enchant ed, m y words t o 
Am anda no longer  feel l ike a requirem ent , but  a foret ell ing,? since t he com m as force you 
t o st op it  capt ivat es t he reader .

Co mma s  a nd  c o mpo u nd s



M y  Emu l a t io n; 

Al lergies n.

My t hroat  closes, m akes it  hard t o breat he, m out h swells m ake it  hard t o t alk . 
First  t im e I t ook  an Epipen I ran away f rom  m y m ot her , I couldn?t  breat he, but  I 
hat ed needles. Event ually, m y body st opped running because m y t hroat  had 
becom e so swollen inhaling was near ly im possible. My m om  caught  up and 
st abbed m e w it h t he Epipen. I?m  glad m y m om  caught  m e, it  t aught  m e not  t o 
fear  t he l i t t le t h ings t hat  can m ake a big dif ference.

Bang v.

I can st i l l  hear  t he r inging in m y ears. My l i t t le brot her  fel l  r ight  of f  t he t op of  t he 
playground set , h is head hit t ing t he m et al of  t he sl ide. At  f ir st , I laughed t h ink ing 
not hing was wrong and wait ed for  h im  t o shake it  of f . He didn?t . I t r ied t o wake 
him  up, had no luck , but  when I got  up t o get  our  m om  his head sprung up as if  
not hing happened. I cr ied m ore t han he did.

Cur iosit y n.

?What  did you do?? My fat her ?s hushed angry t one felt  l ike t en people yell ing at  
m e. He looked down at  what  used t o be a vase. I looked back  at  h im , rem orseful. I 
just  want ed t o see inside, w it h it s int r icat e gold design, it  was about  one inch t oo 
t all for  m e t o see in w it hout  t ouching it . ?I?m  sor ry,? I said.

A  c h il d 's  d ic t io na r y
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Co mma s  
a nd  
c o mpo u nd s

I chose t he t it les for  m y scenes based on what  I was 
gonna descr ibe t he scene. In t he exam ple, I used 
for  The Def in it ion Elem ent  t he aut hor  descr ibed 
t he word hiat us w it hout  saying it  so I t ook  t hat  
know ledge int o account  while w r it ing. I also 
int ent ionally descr ibe t he allergic react ion before 
going on t o anyt hing else. Wit h m y ot her  scenes, I 
was sure t o m ake t he t it le t he m ain idea. I am  
hoping t hat  t he reader  would read m y em ulat ion 
and rem em ber  being a k id and being scared of  
needles or  being a k id and break ing som et hing by 
accident . I want ed t o peak  t he reader ?s int erest  l ike 
t he aut hor  does.

For  The Anonym ous Elem ent , I used t he m ost ly 
t he t h ird scene. I want ed t here t o be an 
anonym ous aut hor it at ive person in t he st ory. I 
want  t he reader  t o put  t hem selves in t he k id's 
shoes and rem em ber  a t im e when t hey were in a 
sim ilar  sit uat ion whet her  t hat  was a parent  or  a 
t eacher .

I used t h is one t hroughout  all t hree scenes.When I 
w rot e ?My t hroat  closes, m akes it  hard t o breat h, 
m out h swells, m akes it  hard t o t alk ,? I basically 
st uck  t o t he def in it ion of  an allergic react ion. I also 
descr ibe in Cur iosit y t he reason for  t he m ishap w it h 
t he t it le of  t he sect ion. I would want  a reader  t o get  
t heir  int erest s peaked but  t he t it les so t hey want  t o 
read on.



A b o u t  Th e A u t h o r s

David Levit han grew  up in New Jersey and hasn?t  st rayed 
t oo far  f rom  his rout es. His w r it ing credit s include Will 
Grayson, Wil l  Grayson, Nick  and Norah?s Inf in it e Playlist , 
The Lover ?s Dict ionary and m uch m ore. His favor it e book  
grow ing up was Alexander  and t he Very bad, No Good Day. 
He has co-wr it t en books w it h John Green and Rachel 
Cohn.Levit han also helped in t he founding of  PUSH, a 
young-adult  im pr int  of  Scholast ic Press focusing on new 
voices and new aut hors. Levit han's m ost  reason release 
was in 2015, w it h a book  called Anot her  Day a com panion 
t o a previous novel of  h is.

Jade Gil l iam  was born in Philadelphia, PA. She grew  up 
loving t o read and began t o w r it e her  own st or ies at  t he 
age of  10. Teachers she had t hroughout  t he years inspired 
her  t o keep wr it ing. Now Jade at t ends Science Leadership 
Academ y Cent er  Cit y cam pus. Her  favor it e books grow ing 
up were The Chronicles of  Narnia by CS Lew is. Grow ing up 
she?d wr it e st or ies about  m agic places and going far  away 
even when she hadn?t  been out  of  t he count ry yet . She 
wrot e a st ory about  t w ins creat ively nam ed Er ic and Er ica 
who go t o a far -of f  land and have t o f ight  m onst ers
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