Maddy is an 18 year old girl who have not left her house
because of her bubble baby disease in 17 years. But one
day when a boy moves in next door everything changes the
moment they look at each other. Suddenly there's no more
sane Maddy who stays in the house and reads book. Their
friendship becomes stronger by the minute, but is affected
by her sickness and the protection and care her mother
has over her.
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The author is first describing the disease that the main
character has. In the next 3 pages, she shows the
procedures and the data that is taken through the
hours of the day that pertains to Maddy’s disease

using pictures and visuals. This specific type of data is

documented to make sure that she is alright and

nothing abnormal is going on.

SCID ROW

MY DISEASE IS as rare as it is famous. It’s a form of Se
Combined Immunodeficiency, but you know it as “bubble
baby disease. &

Basically, I'm allergic to the world. Anything can trigger a
bout of sickness. It could be the chemicals in the cleaner used
to wipe the table that I just touched. It could be someone’s
perfume. It could be the the food I just ate. Tt
could be one, or all, or none of gs, or something else
entirely. No one knows the triggers, but everyone knows the
consequences. According to my mom I almost died as an in-
fant. And so I stay on SCID row. I don't leave my house, have

not left my house in seventeen years.

BREATHS PER MINUTE




hat is happening. This adds to

e writing that is also present thro
Details, even minor ones, are essent
Inful. It helps readers to track down

on with Maddy physically, menta

emotionally.

The element lets the reader know that this is
something she deals with daily. We know that she

feels a way about this routine, but we don’t know

exactly what she feels. I think author wants readers to
understand that this shows something that some
teenagers in the real world do or do not have to go

through. This is a moment of connection.




In this part of the book, the author includes a letter
from Maddy to her mother. This is a form of
communication between two characters other than the
use of dialogue. The font and the page structure are
even different from the rest of the book because it is a

reality that readers can relate to.

GOOD-BYE

f x’ﬁ"”:ydﬁngisdmtlbveyw_Ywd’uJ’yknowthtr
but | way not: get the chance to tell you again.
i :-.so.fbvn‘vmltovzyou.lbwyou-
it You are swart and strong and) kind and selMess. | could't
 have wished For o better wom.
 Youe vot 9ping to understand what ' going to say. | dor't
 know Bl understand it wyselk. A&
Because of you [ alic Mowy ond [ 5o, 2o gratebul y | understand) it now. He was's choosing to die. His
Sor that. Because of you l've survived this long and sotten B ol (T W?ﬂwutha; IR aliu;
chance to know wy swall part "yd" world. But it's vot o y Mow. | Qon't kvow what (' Hoing, :"l)’ dulat[
",sa‘bigdisjcmtbmusso.toﬂy.()rmybelaul lﬁ;mfx@ﬁtwylms
Mtkmwhawtoupbin&.lt’solyamfit's o TR
at the sawe time. It's like | can't look at the world in & %
ay anpuore. | Dound) this new part o wysell® when
the new part: doesn't know how to stay quiet




Switching the structure is what this part of the book
does. Like the visuals and the pictures, this is another
way to show readers what is going on. Here in these
pages, the author show where the character has come
from. In the beginning of the book, there was an
excerpt from Maddy's childhood diary. Now she has
grown and matured, which results in writing a

brutally honest letter.

rite a letter that we will write
in concerning ourselves and/or s
is section, I think the author is try
ate to Maddy. It doesn’t have to be

ing, but how she is going about
is through the form of a [




The author uses adjectives and adverbs to describe

everything that is happening in one scene using the
smallest sentences possible. This method here makes

something that would probably happen really fast and
makes it really slow by showing every little detail.
ncluding the emotions or physical appearance of eac
character, movement of each character, thoughts going
through Maddy’s mind, and dialogue.

Ollys house. His father is lunging for him again when [ Scream,

“STOP!””
\ They both freeze momentarily in place and look ar me,

shocked. His dad’s drunkenness catches up to him. He sy,
bles back up the steps and into the house. His mom follows,
4 Olly bends over, holding his stomach.

“Are you all righe?” T ask.

He looks up at me, his face morphing from pain to conf,.
sion to fear.

3 “Go. Go back,” he says.

My mom grabs my arm and tries to pull me away. I'm vaguely
aware that she’s hysterical. She’s stronger than I would've
thought, but my need to see Olly is stronger.

53 & “Are you all right?” I cry out again, unmoving.

He straightens up slowly, gingerly, like something hurts, buc
the pain doesn't show on his face.

# “Mads, 'm OK. Go back. Please.” The full weight of our
feeling for cach other hangs between us.
(‘T promise ’'m OK,” he says again, and I lec myself be pulled

away. }

We're back in the air lock before I start to recognize what I've
q'dona. Did 1 j i
T really just go Outside? My mom’s hand is a vise on
‘my upper arm. She forces me to face her.
: Idon’tun.b‘ " she says, her voice shrill and confuscd.

itiey'c
the question she doesn't ask. “It
ute.”




Why does it matter?

[ think the significance of this would be that it is used
throughout the entire book. Yet the book is still
detailed and engaging. The situation was described
in slow motion. Everything was happening at once
but could be specifically pointed out in this way. Even
when she returned back into her home, she said that

she was outside for less than a minute.

What's the impact on the reader?

From my experience, this makes me want to read
more. Something major is happening in the shortest
amount of time. In our everyday lives, something
major happens and it’s so big but the moment lasted
so little. Or did it? There was still an after effect on
her, but the actual experience of it was so tiny and

fast, but so substantial.




Part 1:

My name is Aubrey Merial. As a child, I was always so eager to play with
the other children. I loved being active and engaged with any type of a moving
activity. When I was 10, I was diagnosed with breast cancer. And so, I had to
throw my dreams of sports down a never ending drain. The doctor had told
my dad they found a tumor in my chest and it had spread pretty quickly. I
remember my father being heartbroken and crying. He had no one. I had no
siblings. We'd lost my mother when I was just an infant. She died giving birth
to me. My life is a cycle. I watch sports, do homework, chemo, talk to some

riends online, go outside with dad, eat, sleep, repeat.

Part 2:Dear Dad,

I love you. You know I do. There's nothing tn this world that I wouldnt do to
make you happy, to moke you proud of me. So dad, please be proud of me. You are
the strongest, most foving, and patient person Ive ever known #nd i © dont kwnow
anything, I know that fathers fike you are very rare. L grateful for you and

all that youﬂve done.

There is so much that I've missed out on #nd before it's too late, I want
to go and experience everything that this world has to offer. I know that might
be impossible, but I'd fike to think that it iswt. Adding to this, there’s so wmuch
more to why i am doing this. I need to find my purpose in fife. I was once tofd

life is gtFt But I was wnever tofd the purpose of this ghct colled life. And so

I qoing to find mine. This may be the {ost words you ever hear From. I love you

dad. But I need you to Forgtve me. Forgive me. Bye.

—Bre



Part 3:

He grabs me by the hand. I could tell he was trying to be gentle. His
breathing heavy and aggressive. He’s angry, mad, upset, disappointed. My
fathers’ stance is upright, firm and stiff. If something was to hit him , he'd still
be standing. He’s trying to find the words to say to me. “Why would you do
that”, he said. Really that’s all he could come up with. “I’m fine”, I say
answering the question he didn’t ask. “Are you out of your mind?” “You could
have been hurt or even worse.” “I said I'm fine.” I raise my voice more than I

mean to. But he backs away in awe. I'd never talked to him that way before.

Annotations

1. Part 1 is a description of the character and what has happened in
her life so far. In the book though, pictures are used to describe
what’s going on so far. And so, my pictures are on a separate piece
of paper. because they are hand drawn in the book.

In element #2, the structure of this section of the book is a diary entry
and a letter. As readers read the letter, it brings a “omg, I feel the same
Ixay ” feeling. In this case that would be to relate or have a connection

ith the character through how the author set up these pages. The type
of font used even has an impact on the book. It is different from an
ordinary page in the book. If you also refer back to the pages, the
Writing is on a piece of paper, as if it was a page ripped from the
priginal diary or a piece of loose leaf paper from a binder put on the
age in the book. In that, the pages become one, but separate.

Il:'or element #3, in the book sometimes the structure of the sentence was
eally short. The amount of words in a sentence ranged from about I to
/. But in all that, each word used in each sentence is relevant. This is
lrelevant because it has an impact on how the story is told, short, but
detailed and lively. I am hoping that the reader stays interested and that

I;vhat is going on in the book and how it is presented, they would want to
ead more.
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