
Dar ius; a w r it er  at  h is school who creat es st or ies, and Tw ig; t he 
school?s high-school t rack  st ar . But  it ?s t old f rom  t he perspect ive of  
Dar ius. So he?s t ell ing t he reader  everyt hing t hat ?s happening but  
it ?s he?s not  t el l ing it  al l  in t he sam e order  and he?s t ell ing it  f rom  his 
point  of  view. He shares his m ost  m em orable m om ent s t hat  he?s 
had w it h Tw ig.

   BY TIMOTHY WILLIAMS

Aut hor  Emul at ion Handb ook



  NARRATI ON- Personal                  
?Diar y ? Wr i t e- I ns

Non-Linear  Nar rat ion is when t he 
wr it er  por t rays event s out  of  
sequent ial order . The aut hor  
may use inst ances such as 
dreams, f lashbacks, or  
f oreshadowing. An example of  
when t he aut hor  does t his is 
when Walt er  Dean Myers uses 
Dar ius's int elect  t o wr it e j ournal 
ent r ies about  t he chapt er .

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 
This st ylist ic choice af f ect s t he 
whole book because it  adds an 
int erest ing t wist  t o t he book. I t  
makes you wonder  what  it  means, and 
t hen when you f inish t he chapt er , 
you can put  t wo and t wo t oget her  
t o help you bet t er  underst and t he 
idea of  t he book.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
I n This book, non- linear  nar rat ion inf luences t he reader  
by I  t hink t hat  t hese par t s of  t he book are t o make t he 
reader  f eel and or  exper ience how Dar ius sees t he 
wor ld or  Har lem, f or  t hat  mat t er . I n t hese wr it e- ins 
Dar ius swit ches int o his myst ical side. Where he ref ers 
t o his ego as a hawk named Fury. Fury is like t he side of  
him t hat  no one really knows about  except  f or  t he 
reader . I  also f eel like I?m apar t  of  Dar ius, like his 
t hought s or  his soul or  somet hing I?m not  exact ly sure 
but  t hat ?s how I  f eel.

?T he f a lc o n s o a r s  h igh  
a bo ve t he s t r eet s , 
lo o king  d o wn a t  t he 
f igu r es  belo w, lo o king  f o r  
wha t  he will ea t . T he id ea  
o f  mer c y is  lo s t . T he 
c r ea t u r es  belo w, t he 
o nes  who  d o n?t  g ive a  
f **k, ha ve no  mer c y t o  
g ive. Bu t  t ha t  is  a ll r igh t  
f o r  t he f a lc o n. He is  no t  
lo o king  f o r  f r iend s .?-103

?Do es  t he ha wk f ly by t he 
wis d o m??J o b 39:26?- 81



  Point  of  V iew

Point  of  View is t he 
perspect ive t hat  a 
st ory is t old f rom. 
The perspect ives my 
change t hroughout  t o 
indicat e mult iple 
aspect s of  t he 
st ory, possibly f rom 
dif f erent  people.

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Why does it  m at t er? 
This st ylist ic choice af f ect s t he 
whole book becauset he book is 
supposed t o be about  t he f r iendship 
of  Dar ius and Twig. This st yle of  
wr it ing kinda' allows you see all of  t he 
perspect ives, t hought s, and ideas of  
bot h charact ers even t hough it 's t old 
f rom Dar ius?spoint  of  view.
 
What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
The impact  t hat  t his has on t he reader  is t hat  t hey 
of t en t imes t hink about  what  t he ot her  charact er  would 
say or  how t hey react  in cer t ain scenar ios in t he book. 
The maj or it y of  t he t ime my quest ion is answered lat er  
on dur ing t he book.



Adject iv es

What 's t h is elem ent ?

Adj ect ives are descr ipt ive words t hat  
are used t o descr ibe a noun. Myers uses 
slang words t hat  may be commonly used 
in Har lem when t he charact ers are 
t alking.
??My uncle thinks I should buy new t r ack  shoes,Twig said? .?Is 
he going to buy them?? Br ian asked? .?He said he would,? Twig 
answer ed. ?But  he can?t  tel l  the di f fer ence between a good pair  
of  shoes and a wack  pair.??-91

Why does it  m at t er? 
This is impor t ant  t o t he book because it  helps t he 
reader  exper ience t he mood of  Dar ius and Twig. I t  let s 
see more of  a personal dept h of  t hem. How t hey t alk, 
and respond t o cer t ain sit uat ions. I n t his case it  gives 
det ail on Twig by using words like ?wack?.

What 's t he im pact  on t he reader?
This may make t he reader  f eel like t hey are a 
charact er  in t he st ory. More specif ically a f r iend t o 
Dar ius and Twig, of  anot her  t een f rom Har lem, New 
York.



My Em ulat ion: [Scene Nam e]
I  knew he had been t here becuase t he st ubbed blunt  was 

st ill warm. I  didn't  want  t o expose him but , it  was st ar t ing t o 
become annoying. My f r iend Malik always used my house as a 
hideout . His parent s were abusive and drug addict s.  

"Malik! C'mon man we're gonna' go out  t o eat !" I  lied. He 
peeked around t he corner  wit h t he gun t o his head. My f ellow 
of f icers behind me loaded t heir  guns and aimed. I  raised my 
hand t o t hem t o hold t heir  f ire. 

"Hey Jaylen, look I  don't  know what  else t o do!" I  slowly 
walked up t o him. I  could smell t he weed on his breat h. 

"Malik, put  t he gun down." I  said quiet ly. 
"How do I  know t hey won't  f ire?!" he exclaimed. 
"Malik we been cool f or  some t ime now. I  wouldn't  let  t hem 

do t hat !" He slowly unloaded all of  t he bullet s f rom t he gun and 
t hrew it  on t he f loor . The clank of  met al against  t he wood 
f loor  echoed t hroughout  t he rest  of  t he house. I  t ook out  my 
cuf f s and wrapped t hem around his wr ist s. 

As t he ot her  cops cleared out , I  st ayed wit h Malik. He 
began t o cry when t he room empt ied. 

"Jaylen, t his t ime he really f *ck*d up! They got  int o an 
argument  about  somet hing st upid. I  t r ied t o break it  up bef ore 
it  got  violent . He smacked me and t hen shot  my mom. Af t er  
t hat  he killed himself ."

The t ears st ar t ed t o st ream down my f ace. I  couldn't  help 
but  t o t hink about  my own parent s.

                       
                                 * * * * * * * *

"Say goodbye to your worthless peeps, youngin."

Pop!-Pop!, Pop, Pop!
I layed over their bodies crying, all alone, in the rain. I heard the 
guy's running footsteps going in the opposite direction. I felt the 
rage build up, but there was nothing I could do.



Annot at ion 1
IN t his shor t  st ory I  used t he Non-  Linear  
Nar rat ion. I  connect ed t he personal exper iences 
of  Jaylen wit h what  Malik was dealing wit h at  t wo 
dif f erent  t imes.

Annot at ion 2
At  bot h t imes of  my st ory I  used First  Person. 
Telling t he st ory and all of  t hought s and emot ions 
f rom Jaylen's perspect ive. I  also explained t he 
act ions of  Jaylen in f ir st  person. 

Annot at ion 3
In my shor t  st ory I  t r ied t o use adj ect ives t hat  I  
know people around my gae may know or  use. I  
want ed it  t o be easier  f or  kids and t eenagers t o 
underst and t he det ails of  t he st ory.

Annot at ions



About  The Aut hors

Walt er  Dean Myers is an African American 
writer, poet and novelist for children. He is 
most known for his teenage literature. He has 
written over a hundred books, some filled 
illustrations, varying from Fiction to 
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and SLAM!. 

Tim ot hy Will iam s is a student at Science 
Leadership Academy who is attending 
the 10th grade. He loves to write about 
and make up fictional characters based 
upon his personal experiences. Aside 
from writing, he enjoys drawing, 
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