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Element  #1

         Spirals

    Descript ive Language

What is the author doing?

Mr. Eagleman is heavily using 
adjectives to give the reader 
an extremely vivid images of 
the setting, its inhabitants, 
and the surroundings.

Impact: It provides the reader with a vivid image of the 
inhabitants, surroundings, and setting and possibly a 
chance for the reader to envision him or herself in that 
current state or location providing the reader with a much 
better reading experience.

¨ In the afterlife, you discover 
that your Creator is a species 
of small, dim-witted, obtuse 
creatures. They look vaguely 
human, but they are smaller 
and more brutish. They are 
singularly unintelligent.¨

Why is it so important?

It´ s actually really 
important just because it 
helps the reader develop 
a better understanding of 
the characters 
characteristics and 
personality. pg. 29

Listen to  a story from The 
Sum, called Spirals. Can 
you hear the heavy use of 
adjectives?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRShjWStKOY


    Element  #2

          Point  of View

        Sum

Why? The reason for Mr. 
Eagleman writing in second 
person point of view is not 
only to make the reader feel 
that whats wrote is true and 
will happen to the reader 
after he or she dies, but to 
persuade the reader to keep 
reading by making them feel 
like they are apart of the 
book. That the book it 
speaking directly to them in a 
way.

¨ You take all your pain at once, all 
twenty-seven intense hours of it. Bones 
break, cars crash, skin is cut, babies are 
born. Once you make it through, it 's 
agony-free for the rest of your afterlife.¨      
pg. 1

Defense: It´ s , in my opinion, the most important element in this 
handbook being the fact it engages the reader in the content and gives 
the reader a sense the book is directed towards them by using 
pronouns like you, you´ re, etc..

Impact: It makes the reader 
feel like the book was written 
for them specifically, 
attracting their full attention 
causing them to be completely 
focused on the books content. 

¨ In the afterlife, you are treated 
to a generous opportunity: you 
can choose whatever you would 
like to be in the next life. Would 
you like to be a member of the 
opposite sex? Born into royalty? 
A philosopher with bottomless 
profundity? A soldier facing 
triumphant battles?̈ - Descent of 
Species      pg. 3

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mlq3s4ub1-Y


  Element  #3Element  #3

  Content  Length /  Tit le Name







        Element  #3
     Content  Length /  Tit le Name

I feel like the author made the stories 
short to persuade the reader to read the 
whole story contents at once being that 
visually, it doesn´ t look like much to 
read.  Mr. David Eaglemans stories 
doesn´ t last more than three pages, and 
the print is kind of big as well. 

Impact/Defense:  Not only does it boost 
confidence and encourages readers to keep 
reading due to the feeling they could  ( and they 
definitely could ) finish the book the same day 
they began to read due to its small contents. 
Also, with young readers, the big print 
encourages them to read and the titles are so 
simple but yet says so much. Not only does it 
make readers think of whats to come after 
reading the tit le, it gives the readers a chance to 
use there imagination causing them to develop 
their own surprises and plot twists.

Titles:
- Sum
- Descent  of  Species
- Spirals
- Deat h Sw it ch
- Encore
- Narcissus
- Bluepr int s





   Swan
      St op being so nice! Give up! St op m ak ing people 
happy, you can't  even m ake yourself  happy! These 
t hought s w il l  go t hrough your  head const ant ly and 
ot hers w il l  agree w it h t hem . You w il l  wake up in t he 
m orning, and per form  your  daily rout ine. Wake up, 
shower , eat , go t o school, com e hom e and sleep. In 
school you'l l  be an out cast , you´ l l  t r y t o bef r iend 
everyone w it h no success. These t h ings w il l  push you t o 
your  l im it s, unt i l  f inally, you'l l  burst .

 Sadly, no one hears nor  see your  pain. But  it 's f ine, 
because it 's not  t hat  im por t ant . Your  hear t  w il l  be big 
but  slow ly grow  sm aller  and conver t  t o dif ferent  shades 
of  red unt i l  i t  f inally t urns t o t he darkest  shade, m er lot . 

You're all alone, await ing t hat  one m om ent  where you 
would feel t rue happiness. That  one m om ent  where you 
w il l  feel l iked by your  peers and exper ience t rue 
f r iendship, where you w il l  feel l ike you belong, where 
you w il l  feel l ike you m at t er .

 You w il l  f ir st  want  t o please everyone, in school you w il l  
m ake alm ost  everyone laugh f rom  f reshm en t o seniors 
unt i l  soon you'l l  realize t hat  t hat 's all t hey look  t o you 
for . A laugh, never  want ing t o form  a bond t hat  would 
last  past  your  high-school years. Never  want ing t o 
becom e, fam ily. 

So you´ l l  segregat e yourself , dr i l l  on t he past  and what  
could´ ve been. You're now a paper  swan. Once m ajest ic 
and great , now  crum bled up and just  wait ing for  
som eone t o accept  your  w r ink les. So I t el l  you now, sw im  
w it h grace and conf idence. Because you deserve 
happiness, and soon you shall have it . Wait  for  al l t he 
pieces of  glass t o be glued back  t oget her , and soon you 
shall be whole again. Your  cracks w il l  st i l l  be visible, but  
you'l l  be whole again. You'l l  f inally be whole once again.



 Annotations
1.) The  element I used 
from my authors 
writing was (second) 
point of view.  I wanted 
to make the reader feel 
an emotional 
connection and let 
them know i´ m talking 
directly to them.

2.) The other element I 
used from my authors 
writing was title/content 
length. By me doing this 
made reader confident 
and eager to just complete 
the reading being that it 
doesn´ t look like much to 
read due to the font size 
and paragraph lengths.

3.)  The last element I 
choose to use in my 
emulation was heavy 
use of adjectives. This 
makes the reader not 
only feel the strong 
emotional connection 
i´ m trying to pitch, but it  
lets the reader paint a 
perfect mental image of 
what i´ m writing about.



Recommendations

Check these 
books out, 
you won´ t 
regret it.

Check these 
books out, you 
won´ t regret it.



Oct avain A. Davis 
is a sophmore at Science 
Leadership Academy 
located in Center City.  
Anything having to do with 
spiritual, supernatural, or 
horror  always caught his 
attention.. He´ s curious, 
engaging, and very serious 
when it comes to things 
such as the afterlife.  As a 
child he often seeked 
answers  and people who 
experienced  the 
supernatural. Being that his 
plans weren´ t as successful 
as he hoped, he 
transitioned to books that 
displayed creative writing.  
Books that caught his 
attention, books such as        
¨ Sum¨ .

Meet The Authors
David Eaglem an  is a 
writer as well as an 
neuroscientist. He runs 
and is labeled as the 
director of the Center for 
Science and Law. He also 
teaches as  an adjunct 
professor at Standford 
University, not to mention 
many academic 
publication.



Hope you 
enjoyed, 
and see 
you soon.


