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Biography

Malcolm McCreary is a senior of SLA’s 2021 

graduating class. They are a proud film major and will 

be finishing high school with CTE credentials, work 

experience in their field, and horror stories about 

adobe premier under their belt. Over the course of the 

asbestos abatement and covid-19 pandemic, they’ve 

taken interest in botany, fashion, and visual 

storytelling. Born and raised in Philadelphia, much of 

their inspiration comes from the art exposure they’ve had working with local artists and community-lead 

public art programs. Their goal is to continue personal involvement and investment in Philadelphia’s art scene. 
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Introduction

Wisemind is a series inspired by myself and my 

co-creator’s experiences with obsessive compulsive 

disorder. 

This is a subject personal to me as someone with OCD, 

and I’ve been workshopping a project like this for as 

long as I can remember. 

The protagonists in this series are inspired by 

ourselves and our stories. 
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Writing Process

I started tinkering with the idea of a comic featuring 

my co-creator when we first discussed the weird 

psychoactive effects of intense anxiety and sleep 

deprivation. 

We settled on a series inspired by the intense 

weirdness of OCD, dedicated to educating a potential 

audience and telling how we learned to cope.

I had to set realistic expectations for myself with how 

this story could accurately represent a never-ending 

battle. 
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Author’s Intentions

Wisemind is written to educate it’s audience and 

challenge their misconceptions about OCD and 

people living with it.

Often characters with disorders like ASD, OCD, BPD, 

bipolar disorder, etc, are written by and for the 

neurotypical gaze. 

We try to break these stereotypes and myths with 

personal stories and experiences, while also 

reinforcing what the reader might already know. 
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SLA Core Values

Inquiry - While figuring out what I wanted to do this year, I asked myself what passion project had I been putting off and what 

could feasibly turn into my senior project. I settled on Wisemind as I see it as having the most potential as a possible 

webcomic, animated series, etc. I asked myself what were my intentions in creating Wisemind, and I prioritized educating my 

audience. 

Research - The research I did for Wisemind was mostly putting what I already knew first-hand into more precise words. For the 

sake of making things as clear to the audience as possible, I spent time figuring out the way OCD symptoms are categorised 

and treated. 

Collaboration - Wisemind was created by my co-creator and I as stated previously. Talking to other people with OCD such as 

friends my age, my dad, and my therapist was a vital process to the creation of this project.  

Reflection - This project itself is a reflection of my experience as someone with OCD. It is also a reflection of everything I’ve 

learned in SLA’s CTE Video program and english classes. 
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Violet

Violet is inspired by my co-creator.

 Their symptoms manifest around numbers, so 

much so that they can hardly make it through the 

day without following the numerical rules their brain 

has adopted as strict dogma.

 OCD is often misrepresented as tidiness or 

neatness, when it could very well be “if I don’t do 

these specific rituals I fear that something very very 

bad will happen to me or someone I love.” 
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Gnoles

Gnoles is inspired by my own experiences as a 

hypochondriac and chronic worrier.

Their story tackles dealing with disturbing intrusive 

thoughts, a common struggle for people with OCD 

that isn’t talked about nearly enough.

It’s hard finding yourself while dealing with the 

mental block of trying to seperate yourself from 

your thoughts. 
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Beelzebub

Beelzebub is one of the primary antagonists in 

Wisemind.

 Their henchmen begin popping up in Gnoles’ 

garden just as they start getting their independently 

owned plant boutique up and running, seriously 

threatening the success of their business.

 A gruesome characterisation of the intrusive 

thoughts spawned by our subconscious mind.
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Special Thanks

Gareth Duffield

Anna Walker-Roberts

Matt Kay

Zoe Siswick

Sam Gualtieri 

Jo Steinig

Sebastian Gonzales

Friends, family, teachers and mentors who 
encouraged me to tackle this project

Maxon Rafael, my co-creator and fishing buddy
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