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Vignette

This story actually starts around seven years ago. When | was in 2nd gr ade, |
went to my sleepaway camp for the first time. This camp is special because of their
values. Camp stomping ground teaches and practices something called radical
empathy. This is essentially a way to problem solve that gives people space to leamn
from their mistakes instead of punishing them. They also have a problem solving
technique called the circle system. The circle system is basically where you get the
people in conflict and sit them down with a mediator to check in.

A couple years ago | went to camp and saw that my whole cabin was my camp
friend group and another girl | didn't know. | walk in and she is the only one in there. |
said hi and tried to talk to her but she shut me down. She said she didn't wanna be
there and her mom made her come. | thought this was truly the full story and she just
wanted to be left alone. Me and my friend group did our own thing because when we
tried to talk to her she just kind of seemed uninterested. We didn't bother to ask why. A
few days later we walked into our cabin to see that all of her stuff was gone. We were
confused but didn't say anything. Our camp director came into the cabin a bit later and

told us lhe full story. She told us about how the girl had been looking forward to coming
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to camp since January with her best friend. She told us how her best friend had
something come up aiid had 1o cancel. We found out that sh
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for the full story. We assumed she just didn't like being social While this might have
been an okay thing to do in other situations, she was living with ys We didn't even
bother to ask why she was gone. | wish that the camp director had come to us and
talked to us when this girl was still there. | have always felt bad that | couldn't make |t
right. I had been going to this camp for around five years and knew everyone. | kney
how it felt to have bad moments there and | got too caught up in myself and my own
interests. After this experience | took away the understanding that | don't always have
the full story. | learned that | can'tjust give up on people. | learned to ask for the full

story and try to get context to situations before just assuming. | have used this as a
learning experience.




