Three Mile Island: T he
Nuclear Disaster

"If the radiance of a thousand suns were 1o burst at once into the sky, that would be like the splendor of the Mighty One... | am v..
become Death, the Shatterer of Worlds "

- J. Robert Oppenhammer, quoting “The Bhagavad Gia”

Where: Three Mile Island, on
Susquehanna river, South of
Harrisburg, PA
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What: This was the site of the first
real nuclear emergency in any

powerplant in North America. This
was a nuclear gas leak of a meltdown
in the power plant’s core. There was a

o i lot of radioactive gas leaking into the
, A 2y AN \ . air (Approximately 43,000
’ ,‘ 5 N SR = di » curies-1.59 PBq).
4 S N .;-\' . % | ":J Why: There was a failure in the
,;,g"-'- Post-Three Mil Island, the Nuclear Regulatory " % s, " plant’s cooling system, therefore
commission R causing a meltdown in the plant’s

o

adopted licensing rules that assume state and - NG Bles kRl reactor core. Became of this, the
local participation in emergency evacuation . - | AN =gl 2 plant began emitting large
plans. It also brought about sweeping changes N ’ 14 amounts of radioactivity

involving emergency response planning, reactor :
operator training, human factors engineering, ' Who: None of the workers of the

radiation protection, and many other areas of = ‘ | plant or the members of the
nuclear power plant operations. | | nearby cities of Harrisuburg or
| Middletown, PA were harmed
because of this incident.
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